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Methods of Marking

It is essential that, in fairness to students, all examiners use the same methods of marking. The
advice given here may seem very obvious, but it is important that all examiners follow it as exactly
as possible.

1.
2.

9.

10.

If you have any doubts about the mark to award, consult your Team Leader.

Refer constantly to the mark scheme throughout marking. It is extremely important that it is
strictly adhered to.

Remember, you must always credit accurate, relevant and appropriate answers which
are not given in the mark scheme.

Do not credit material that is irrelevant to the question or to the stated target, however
impressive that material might be.

If a one-word answer is required and a list is given, take the first answer (unless this has
been crossed out).

If you are wavering as to whether or not to award a mark, the criterion should be, ‘Is the
student nearer those who have given a correct answer or those who have little idea?’

Read the information on the following page about using Levels of Response mark schemes.

Be prepared to award the full range of marks. Do not hesitate to give full marks when the
answer merits full marks or to give no marks where there is nothing creditable in an answer.

No half marks or bonus marks are to be used under any circumstances.

Remember, the key to good and fair marking is consistency. Do not change the standard
of your marking once you have started.

Marking using CMI+

All new GCSE Religious Studies papers will be marked electronically using a software application
called CMI+ (Computer Marking from Image). Instead of paper scripts being sent to examiners,
students’ responses are scanned and sent electronically to examiners. The software is easy to
use, but it demands a different approach from examiners than traditional paper marking.

1.

Instead of marking script-by-script you will mark item-by-item. An item is a part-question.
Each time you log on to mark you will need to choose an item to mark.

Before you start marking your own allocation you will need to mark some pre-marked items
known as seeds. These items are not intended to trick you; their function to ensure that
you are still applying the standard set at the standardising meeting. If you have drifted
away from the standard you will need to speak to your Team Leader before you can
continue marking.

It is possible to annotate the scripts in various ways: underlining, highlighting and adding
icons from a drop-down menu. Your Team Leader will instruct you on which types of
annotation to use. Examiners must not add extra annotation as this can be confusing for
teachers and students if they request Access to Scripts.

As you mark each response, enter the numerical mark you are going to award for in the box
at the bottom of the screen. If you realise you have made a mistake you will be able to go
back one script to change the mark you have entered.
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5. In Part B, responses to all parts of B5 or B6 will appear as one item. Thumbnails to the
right of the screen will allow you to scroll through the response quickly. Read the whole
response, then use the comments tool to indicate a level and a mark for each part, and
enter the total mark out of 24 in the box at the bottom of the screen.

6. Your marking will be monitored throughout the marking period. This is to ensure that you
continue to mark to the same standard regardless of factors such as how many clips you
have marked and what time of day you are marking at. Rather than sampling your marking
once and adjusting your marks after the marking period, this approach allows senior
examiners to ensure that your marking remains at the right standard throughout. This
means that your Team Leader can bring you back to the right standard should you start to
drift away slightly.

7. If your marking of a particular question is found to be out of line you will be temporarily
stopped from marking that question. Almost all examiners, including Team Leaders, are
stopped at some point during the marking period. If it happens to you, contact your Team
Leader as soon as possible to discuss why you have been stopped.

Levels of Response Marking

In GCSE Religious Studies, differentiation is largely achieved by outcome on the basis of students’
responses. To facilitate this, levels of response marking has been devised for many questions.

Levels of response marking requires a quite different approach from the examiner than the
traditional ‘point for point’ marking. It is essential that the whole response is read and then
allocated to the level it best fits.

The assessed level of response to each part of each question must be indicated in the left-hand
margin (L1, L2, etc.), leaving the right-hand margin for the numerical award.

If a student demonstrates knowledge, understanding and / or evaluation at a certain level, he / she
must be credited at that level. Length of response or literary ability should not be confused
with genuine religious studies skills. For example, a short answer which shows a high level of
conceptual ability must be credited at that level. (If there is a band of marks allocated to a level,
discrimination should be made with reference to the development of the answer.)

Levels are tied to specific skills. Examiners should refer to the stated assessment target
objective of a question (see mark scheme) when there is any doubt as to the relevance of a
student’s response.

Levels of response mark schemes include either examples of possible students’ responses or
material which they might use. These are intended as a guide only. It is anticipated that students
will produce a wide range of responses to each question.

It is a feature of levels of response mark schemes that examiners are prepared to reward fully,
responses which are obviously valid and of high ability but do not conform exactly to the
requirements of a particular level. This should only be necessary occasionally and where this
occurs examiners must indicate, by a brief written explanation, why their assessment does not
conform to the levels of response laid down in the mark scheme. Such scripts should be referred
to the Principal Examiner.
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Assessment of Quality of Written Communication

Quality of written communication will be assessed in all components and in relation to all
assessment objectives. Where students are required to produce extended written material in
English, they will be assessed on the quality of written communication. The quality of written
communication skills of the student will be one of the factors influencing the actual mark awarded
within the level of response. In reading an extended response, the examiner will therefore
consider if it is cogently and coherently written, i.e. decide whether the answer:

e presents relevant information in a form that suits its purposes;
¢ s legible and that spelling, punctuation and grammar are accurate, so that meaning is clear;
e s suitably structured and that the style of writing is appropriate.

The assessment of the Quality of Written Communication (QWC) will continue to be included within
the judgement of Levels of Response in the 6 mark evaluation questions. In line with past practice,
responses will be assessed chiefly on the evaluation criteria relating to content, using the guidance
comments to assist the application of those criteria. (These have now been inserted into the mark
schemes for the convenience of examiners.) However the specific QWC criteria may be used in
borderline cases e.g. between Levels 1 and 2, 3 and 4, or 5 and 6. So for example coherence may
well be a deciding factor in a borderline Level 5/6 response.

Assessment of Spelling Punctuation and Grammar

Examiners need to award up to an additional 4 marks for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG),
based on the performance criteria set out below. This assessment will be made from work presented
in answer to the whole of Question B5 or B6 only. Examiners should make a judgment based on the
overall standard of this question, bearing in mind that the last part of this question may contain more
errors as students rush to finish the paper. If the rest of the question is of a high standard, they
should not be penalised. However, answers that contain only a few lines on each part or use bullet
points or notes throughout may not meet the threshold level.

Spelling, punctuation and grammar will be assessed in Questions B5 and B6. 4 marks will be
allocated for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar in each of these questions. The performance
descriptions are provided below.

High Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with
performance consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context
of the demands of the question. Where required, they use a wide
range of specialist terms adeptly and with precision. (4 marks)

Intermediate Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with
performance considerable accuracy and general control of meaning in the
context of the demands of the question. Where required, they use
a good range of specialist terms with facility. (2-3 marks)

Threshold Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with
performance reasonable accuracy in the context of the demands of the question.
Any errors do not hinder meaning in the response. Where

required, they use a limited range of specialist terms appropriately. (1 mark)
Below Response does not meet the threshold performance. For example,
Threshold errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder

meaning or nothing is written. (0O marks)
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Students will be given credit for reference to diversity in belief and practice within Sikhism.
PART A

A1l Justice, Equality and the Right to Life
(a) Explain Sikh attitudes to prejudice about race.

Target: Knowledge and understanding of Sikh attitudes to prejudice about race

Levels Criteria Comments Marks
0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 0 marks

credit.

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy | One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark
of credit.

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and e At least two relevant and accurate points 2 marks
understanding, e.g. two e One point with development.
simple points.

Level 3 Sound knowledge and e Two or more relevant and accurate points with 3 marks
understanding. one developed

e One well developed point

Students may include some of the following points:

Sikhism teaches the equality of all so prejudice against a person’s race is wrong / all
were created by God / ‘Look upon all with the single eye of equality; in each and every
heart, the Divine Light is contained.” Guru Nanak; also taught ‘There is neither Hindu nor
Muslim.” / ‘God is without caste.’ / introduced principle of langar all eating together /
mixing with other castes / Guru Gobind Singh / the Adi Granth teaches those who love
God love everyone / justice demands all are treated fairly / Sikh lifestyle and community
life is open to all races / Sikhs believe it is right to fight for justice / Sikh practices of sewa
and langar encourage equal treatment of all, etc.

[3 marks] AO1
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(b) Describe how Sikhs can help people living in poverty.

Target: Knowledge of how Sikhs can help people living in poverty

Levels Criteria Comments Marks
0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 0 marks

credit.

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy | One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark
of credit.

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and e At least two relevant and accurate points 2 marks
understanding, e.g. two e One point with development.
simple points.

Level 3 Sound knowledge and e Two or more relevant and accurate points with 3 marks
understanding. one developed

e One well developed point

Students may include some of the following points:

Vand chhakna (giving charity) / Daswandh (10% fo earnings) / performing sewa /
donations of food, money, time, etc. / work with poor / respond to charity request /
contribute to langar / raise funds / support charitable organisations / give to or work for
Khalsa Aid / support work of Sikh Aid International / pay tithes / voluntary work at home
and overseas / praying for those who are poor / for generosity on the part of others / for
justice in the distribution of wealth / using a position of influence to help the poor (e.g.
government official), etc.

[3 marks] AO1

7 of 29




MARK SCHEME - GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES A - 405014 - JUNE 2014

(c) ‘It is better for a child to be born with a disability than to be aborted.’
Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought
about more than one point of view. Refer to Sikh arguments in your answer.
Target: Evaluation of Sikh attitudes to abortion
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks
0 Unsupported opinion or no The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and | 0 marks
relevant evaluation. grammar seriously obstruct understanding.
Level 1 Opinion supported by simple | The student presents some relevant informationina | 1 mark
reason. simple form. The text produced is usually legible.
Level 2 Opinion supported by one Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to | 2 marks
developed reason or two be derived, although errors are sometimes
simple reasons. obstructive.
Level 3 Opinion supported by one Levels 3 and 4 QWC 3 marks
well developed reason or The student presents relevant information in a way
several simple reasons, with | which assists with the communication of meaning.
slight development of one. The text produced is legible. Spelling, punctuation
N.B. Students who make and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure
no religious comment meaning.
should not achieve more
than Level 3.
Level 4 Opinion supported by two Level 4 Guidance 4 marks
developed reasons with A Level 4 response could be one-sided.
reference to religion. One well-developed reason and one with slight
development would reach this level.
There must be reference to religion, but this could be
brief / general.
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a
response is Level 4.
Level 5 Evidence of reasoned Levels 5and 6 QWC 5 marks
consideration of two different | The student presents relevant information coherently,
points of view, showing employing structure and style to render meaning
informed insights and clear. The text produced is legible. Spelling,
knowledge and punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to
understanding of religion. render meaning clear.
Level 5 Guidance
Two different points of view must be considered, but
the consideration does not need to be balanced, i.e.
one view could be much briefer than the other.
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion
must be more than a generalised statement.
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the
argument.
Level 6 A well-argued response, with | Level 6 Guidance 6 marks

evidence of reasoned
consideration of two different
points of view showing
informed insights and ability
to apply knowledge and
understanding of religion
effectively.

The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and
‘apply...effectively’.

The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the
quality of the argument and the coherence of the
response. There needs to be more than a passing
reference to religion.

However, the two points of view may not be
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable.
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Students may include some of the following points:

Agree

Sikhism generally disagrees with abortion / all are created by God / God lives in all / the
unborn contains the divine spark / life is created at conception / abortion violates the right
to life / ‘As the mother cares for her children.” Guru Arjan / female infanticide has been
condemned / impact on reincarnation / negative karma / generic views such as pro-Life /
the unborn is innocent / needs protection / disabled have equal rights / can contribute to
society, etc.

Other Views
Abortion is a matter of conscience / women are free to make their own decisions / life of
unborn is not to be placed over that of the mother / lesser of two evils / generic views
such as pro-choice / disability may be severe and lead to suffering / modern medicine
should be used to prevent suffering / child may have little life expectancy / saves parents
pain of attachment and loss / financial considerations / those of other children within the
family, etc.

[6 marks] AO2

A2 Family Life

(@)

‘Marriage is the most important religious ceremony for a Sikh.’
What do you think? Explain your opinion.

Target: Evaluation of the relative importance of the marriage ceremony in Sikhism

Levels Criteria Marks
0 Unsupported opinion or no relevant evaluation. 0 marks
Level 1 Opinion supported by simple reason. 1 mark
Level 2 Opinion supported by one developed reason or two simple reasons. 2 marks
Level 3 Opinion supported by one well developed reason or several simple reasons with 3 marks
slight development of one.

Students may include some of the following points:

Making a lifetime commitment / creation of new family / stable relationship for the bringing
up of children / starting new life with another person / joining of two families / challenges
of shared spiritual journey / reference to marriage promises / marriage as gift of God /
continuation of the faith through children, etc.

Personal commitment in Amrit Sanskar / all ceremonies are important / reasons for other
ceremonies importance / not everyone marries / divorce is permitted if the marriage fails /
may have been arranged marriage, etc.

Two sided answers are creditable but not required.
[3 marks] AO2
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(b) Explain briefly one reason why divorce may be allowed in Sikhism.
Target: Knowledge and understanding of why divorce may be permitted in
Sikhism
Students may include some of the following points:
Marriage may be making the couple unhappy / problems in the marriage such as
incompatibility, abuse, etc. / religious differences such as one partner leaves the faith /
protect children / Rahit Maryada guidance on divorce / counselling has not resolved the
problems / infertility, etc.
1 mark for a superficial comment on one reason.
2 marks for a development of the same reason.
[2 marks] AO1
(c) Explain Sikh teaching about family relationships.

Target: Understanding of Sikh teaching about family relationships

Levels Criteria Comments Marks

0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 0 marks

credit.

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy | One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark
of credit.

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and o At least two relevant and accurate points 2 marks
understanding, e.g. two ¢ One point with development.
simple points.

Level 3 Sound knowledge and e Two or more relevant and accurate points with 3 marks
understanding. one developed

o One well developed point

Level 4 A clear knowledge and e Two or more relevant and accurate points with 4 marks
understanding with some development of at least two
development and / or e Asingle point that is exceptionally well-developed
analysis may reach this level.

Students may include some of the following points:

Family life is an essential social structure / family is the core unit for spiritual and social
welfare / all family members have equally valuable roles / nurture of children / teaching of
beliefs / teaching beliefs about relationships within family i.e. equality v different roles /
love and companionship / faithfulness expected in marriage / protection and care of the
elderly and vulnerable / strong family units essential for good of society / family preserves
values, cultural identity and historical continuity / Sikhism rejected solitary life of ascetics /
all adult Gurus were married / ‘The faithful uplift and redeem their family and relations.’
Guru Nanak / ‘The householders assert their faith in family life.” Guru Arjan, etc.

[4 marks] AO1
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(d) ‘Death ceremonies do not have to be sad occasions for Sikh families.’
What do you think? Explain your opinion.
Target: Evaluation of the beliefs underlying death ceremonies in Sikhism
Levels Criteria Marks
0 Unsupported opinion or no relevant evaluation. 0 marks
Level 1 Opinion supported by simple reason. 1 mark
Level 2 Opinion supported by one developed reason or two simple reasons. 2 marks
Level 3 Opinion supported by one well developed reason or several simple reasons with 3 marks
slight development of one.

Students may include some of the following points:

Death is a natural process to be accepted as release of the spirit / excessive mourning is
discouraged / ceremonies comfort the bereaved and celebrate life of the deceased / time
for families and friends to support each other / come together / deceased is moving on to
afterlife / physical body is departed and life goes on / rejection of sati, etc.

Death is naturally very upsetting / human response to grieve and be disheartened / death
may have come early which is especially distressing / some sadness is appropriately
respectful, etc.

Two sided answers are creditable but not required.
[3 marks] AO2

A3 Personal Lifestyle

(a) Explain why Sikhs perform sewa.

Target: Understanding of why Sikhs perform sewa

Levels Criteria Comments Marks

0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 0 marks

credit.

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy | One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark
of credit.

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and e At least two relevant and accurate points 2 marks
understanding, e.g. two e One point with development.
simple points.

Level 3 Sound knowledge and e Two or more relevant and accurate points with 3 marks
understanding. one developed

e One well developed point

Students may include some of the following points:

Moral duty to serve others / spiritually uplifting / supports the community and others /
reflects concern for others / shows devotion to God / reflects Sikh values / commanded in
the Guru Granth Sahib / creates positive karma / improves rebirth / link to vand chhakna /
follows example of the Gurus / become gurmurkh (God focussed) / overcome the evils /
achieve liberation / develop humility, etc.

[3 marks] AO1
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(b) Explain why the Rahit Maryada is important to Sikhs.
Target: Knowledge and understanding of the importance of the Rahit Maryada to
Sikhs
Levels Criteria Comments Marks
0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 0 marks

credit.

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy | One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark
of credit.

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and o At least two relevant and accurate points 2 marks
understanding, e.g. two e One point with development.
simple points.

Level 3 Sound knowledge and e Two or more relevant and accurate points with 3 marks
understanding. one developed

o One well developed point

Students may include some of the following points:

Rahit Maryada is the Sikh code of conduct / given by the Gurus to standardise Sikh way
of life and beliefs / guide to living a moral life / instructions for religious responsibilities,
ceremonies, duties etc. / helps avoid manmukh (ego centred life) / achieve gurmurkh
(God focussed life) / path to liberation from samsara / source of advice / explain content
of Guru Granth Sahib, etc.

[3 marks] AO1
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(c) ‘The most important type of sewa is that which protects the created world.’
Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought
about more than one point of view. Refer to Sikhism in your answer.
Target: Evaluation of the relative importance of protecting the created world as a
form of sewa
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks
0 Unsupported opinion or no The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and | 0 marks
relevant evaluation. grammar seriously obstruct understanding.
Level 1 Opinion supported by simple | The student presents some relevant information in a 1 mark
reason. simple form. The text produced is usually legible.
Level 2 Opinion supported by one Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to | 2 marks
developed reason or two be derived, although errors are sometimes
simple reasons. obstructive.
Level 3 Opinion supported by one Levels 3and 4 QWC 3 marks
well developed reason or The student presents relevant information in a way
several simple reasons, with | which assists with the communication of meaning.
slight development of one. The text produced is legible. Spelling, punctuation
N.B. Students who make and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure
no religious comment meaning.
should not achieve more
than Level 3.
Level 4 Opinion supported by two Level 4 Guidance 4 marks
developed reasons with A Level 4 response could be one-sided.
reference to religion. One well-developed reason and one with slight
development would reach this level.
There must be reference to religion, but this could be
brief / general.
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a
response is Level 4.
Level 5 Evidence of reasoned Levels 5and 6 QWC 5 marks
consideration of two different | The student presents relevant information coherently,
points of view, showing employing structure and style to render meaning
informed insights and clear. The text produced is legible. Spelling,
knowledge and punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to
understanding of religion. render meaning clear.
Level 5 Guidance
Two different points of view must be considered, but
the consideration does not need to be balanced, i.e.
one view could be much briefer than the other.
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion
must be more than a generalised statement.
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the
argument.
Level 6 A well-argued response, with | Level 6 Guidance 6 marks

evidence of reasoned
consideration of two different
points of view showing
informed insights and ability
to apply knowledge and
understanding of religion
effectively.

The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and
‘apply...effectively’.

The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the
quality of the argument and the coherence of the
response. There needs to be more than a passing
reference to religion.

However, the two points of view may not be
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable.
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Students may include some of the following points:

Agree

Conservation essential to planet’s continuation / is something all Sikhs can participate in
e.g. recycling, reusing, reducing / God is author of all creation / duty to care for planet /
modern lifestyles have made conservation a global issue / helps people now and in the
future / demonstrates respect for all life / individuals can make a difference / easy to
implement changes in lifestyle such as recycling, buying ‘green’, etc. / if no one tries
problems will get worse / a Sikh should be concerned to care for God’s creation / reflects
Sikh values, safeguarding planet for future generations / would want rebirth into healthy
planet, etc.

Other Views:
All sewa is important / people have different skills and may prefer other forms of sewa /
helping the poor, homeless etc. is more important / Sikh teachings on sewa do not
explicitly refer to conservation / helping people is more important than other life / poverty
is more important issue / environmental devastation is a global issue / problems are too
excessive for the individual to make a difference / needs national and international action
/ individuals have other priorities / may not consider it their responsibility / caring for the
poor, sick etc. is more important / sewa in the gurdwara essential to maintain Sikh values,
etc.

[6 marks] AO2

A4 Beliefs and Sources of Authority

(@)

Give two of the five stages of liberation.
Target: Knowledge of the stages of liberation

The five stages of liberation are;
Dharma khand (righteous action)
Gian khand (knowledge)

Saram khand (spiritual endeavour)
Karam khand (God’s grace)

Sach khand (truth / unite with God)

Award one mark for each of two valid stages. Students do not have to use the technical
names of the stages.
[2 marks] AO1
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(b) Explain how ‘the evils’ prevent Sikhs from following the Sikh way of life.
Target: Knowledge and understanding of how ‘the evils’ prevent Sikhs from
following the Sikh way of life
Levels Criteria Comments Marks
0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 0 marks
credit.
Level 1 Something relevant or worthy | One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark
of credit.
Level 2 Elementary knowledge and ¢ At least two relevant and accurate points 2 marks
understanding, e.g. two e One point with development.
simple points.
Level 3 Sound knowledge and e Two or more relevant and accurate points with 3 marks
understanding. one developed
e One well developed point
Level 4 A clear knowledge and e Two or more relevant and accurate points with 4 marks
understanding with some development of at least two
development and / or e Asingle point that is exceptionally well-developed
analysis may reach this level.

Students may include some of the following points:

Lust ties people to selfish physical pleasures / anger reflects attachment to physical world
and emotions / greed is rooted in selfish desires and attachment / attachment causes one
to be tied to the physical world rather than the spiritual life / false pride reflects selfish
attachments to personal accomplishments rather than leaving egoism behind /
contribution to creation of attachment to worldly life, possessions and pleasures / self-
centred desires / create egotism / opposite of spiritual values and virtues, etc.

Max Level 2 for listing the evils.
[4 marks] AO1
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(c) ‘The Guru Granth Sahib is the only authority a Sikh needs.’
Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought
about more than one point of view.
Target: Evaluation of how far the Guru Granth Sahib may be regarded as the only
authority a Sikh needs
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks
0 Unsupported opinion or no The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and | 0 marks
relevant evaluation. grammar seriously obstruct understanding.
Level 1 Opinion supported by simple | The student presents some relevant information in a 1 mark
reason. simple form. The text produced is usually legible.
Level 2 Opinion supported by one Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to | 2 marks
developed reason or two be derived, although errors are sometimes
simple reasons. obstructive.
Level 3 Opinion supported by one Levels 3and 4 QWC 3 marks
well developed reason or The student presents relevant information in a way
several simple reasons, with | which assists with the communication of meaning.
slight development of one. The text produced is legible. Spelling, punctuation
N.B. Students who make and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure
no religious comment meaning.
should not achieve more
than Level 3.
Level 4 Opinion supported by two Level 4 Guidance 4 marks
developed reasons with A Level 4 response could be one-sided.
reference to religion. One well-developed reason and one with slight
development would reach this level.
There must be reference to religion, but this could be
brief / general.
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a
response is Level 4.
Level 5 Evidence of reasoned Levels 5and 6 QWC 5 marks
consideration of two different | The student presents relevant information coherently,
points of view, showing employing structure and style to render meaning
informed insights and clear. The text produced is legible. Spelling,
knowledge and punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to
understanding of religion. render meaning clear.
Level 5 Guidance
Two different points of view must be considered, but
the consideration does not need to be balanced, i.e.
one view could be much briefer than the other.
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion
must be more than a generalised statement.
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the
argument.
Level 6 A well-argued response, with | Level 6 Guidance 6 marks

evidence of reasoned
consideration of two different
points of view showing
informed insights and ability
to apply knowledge and
understanding of religion
effectively.

The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and
‘apply...effectively’.

The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the
quality of the argument and the coherence of the
response. There needs to be more than a passing
reference to religion.

However, the two points of view may not be
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable.
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Students may include some of the following points:

Agree

Guru Granth Sahib is the final Guru / provided by Guru Gobind Singh as eternal guidance
/ includes teaching and instruction of all other gurus / words of God / contains lessons for
many areas of life / meditation on God’s words develops personal consciousness /
timeless instructions, etc.

Other views

Modern day issues are not included / direct guidance may be required or preferred / need
to refer to full Rahit Maryada / authority of the Takhts / authority is broader than just
religious authority, e.g. secular authorities may be needed / text may not be understood /
wisdom of other leading Sikh figures is not contained in the Guru Granth Sahib, etc.

[6 marks] AO2
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PART B

B5 Practice and Organisation

(@) Explain how Sikhs worship in the home.
Target: Knowledge and understanding of Sikh worship in the home
Levels Criteria Comments Marks
0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 0 marks
credit.
Level 1 Something relevant or worthy | One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark
of credit.
Level 2 Elementary knowledge and e At least two relevant and accurate points 2 marks
understanding, e.g. two e One point with development.
simple points.
Level 3 Sound knowledge and e Two or more relevant and accurate points with 3 marks
understanding. one developed
e One well developed point
Level 4 A clear knowledge and ¢ Two or more relevant and accurate points with 4 marks
understanding with some development of at least two
development and / or e Asingle point that is exceptionally well-developed
analysis may reach this level.
Level 5 A detailed answer with some | e Two or three relevant and accurate points with 5 marks
development and / or detailed development of at least two.
analysis
Level 6 A full and coherent answer The main difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is 6 marks
showing good development coherence.
and / or analysis.
Level 6 answers will be well-structured with good
development.
Quality — v — quantity: Level 6 responses do not
have to be very long. A concise, well-argued
response could be awarded Level 6.

Students may include some of the following points:

Can pray at anytime / usual to perform prayers in morning / Rahit Maryada instructs to
rise 3 hours before dawn / Bathe before meditation on God’s name / Nam Japna / Ardas
said before major undertakings / prayers also recited before bedtime / where possible or
for special occasions Guru Granth Sahib may be read in the home / kirtan performed /
langar prepared for those who are attending / worship in the home focussed on personal
devotion and spiritual growth / meditation on Ik Onkar / use of artefacts such as prayer
beads, images of the Gurus / perform sewa for family / family may worship together / use
of Gutka, etc.
[6 marks] AO1
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(b) Describe the design of the gurdwara.
Target: Knowledge of the design of the gurdwara
Levels Criteria Comments Marks
0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 0 marks
credit.
Level 1 Something relevant or worthy | One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark
of credit.
Level 2 Elementary knowledge and e At least two relevant and accurate points 2 marks
understanding, e.g. two e One point with development.
simple points.
Level 3 Sound knowledge and e Two or more relevant and accurate points with 3 marks
understanding. one developed
o One well developed point
Level 4 A clear knowledge and ¢ Two or more relevant and accurate points with 4 marks
understanding with some development of at least two
development and / or e Asingle point that is exceptionally well-developed
analysis may reach this level.
Level 5 A detailed answer with some | e Two or three relevant and accurate points with 5 marks
development and / or detailed development of at least two.
analysis
Level 6 A full and coherent answer The main difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is 6 marks
showing good development coherence.
and / or analysis.
Level 6 answers will be well-structured with good
development.
Quality — v — quantity: Level 6 responses do not
have to be very long. A concise, well-argued
response could be awarded Level 6.

Students may include some of the following points:

External features including nisan sahib (flag) / traditionally domes and arches / ik onkar
symbol / may have washing facilities / four doors / internal features including worship hall
/ separated seating / central takht / details of the takht / decoration and artefacts such as
images of the Gurus, musical instruments / langar kitchen / bedroom for Guru Granth
Sahib / community rooms / buildings may be adapted from other purposes etc.

[6 marks] AO1
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(c) ‘Sikhs do not need a special building for worship.’
Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought
about more than one point of view. Refer to Sikhism in your answer.
Target: Evaluation of the importance for Sikhs of having a special building for
worship
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks
0 Unsupported opinion or no The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and | 0 marks
relevant evaluation. grammar seriously obstruct understanding.
Level 1 Opinion supported by simple | The student presents some relevant information in a 1 mark
reason. simple form. The text produced is usually legible.
Level 2 Opinion supported by one Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to | 2 marks
developed reason or two be derived, although errors are sometimes
simple reasons. obstructive.
Level 3 Opinion supported by one Levels 3and 4 QWC 3 marks
well developed reason or The student presents relevant information in a way
several simple reasons, with | which assists with the communication of meaning.
slight development of one. The text produced is legible. Spelling, punctuation
N.B. Students who make and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure
no religious comment meaning.
should not achieve more
than Level 3.
Level 4 Opinion supported by two Level 4 Guidance 4 marks
developed reasons with A Level 4 response could be one-sided.
reference to religion. One well-developed reason and one with slight
development would reach this level.
There must be reference to religion, but this could be
brief / general.
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a
response is Level 4.
Level 5 Evidence of reasoned Levels 5and 6 QWC 5 marks
consideration of two different | The student presents relevant information coherently,
points of view, showing employing structure and style to render meaning
informed insights and clear. The text produced is legible. Spelling,
knowledge and punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to
understanding of religion. render meaning clear.
Level 5 Guidance
Two different points of view must be considered, but
the consideration does not need to be balanced, i.e.
one view could be much briefer than the other.
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion
must be more than a generalised statement.
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the
argument.
Level 6 A well-argued response, with | Level 6 Guidance 6 marks

evidence of reasoned
consideration of two different
points of view showing
informed insights and ability
to apply knowledge and
understanding of religion
effectively.

The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and
‘apply...effectively’.

The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the
quality of the argument and the coherence of the
response. There needs to be more than a passing
reference to religion.

However, the two points of view may not be
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable.
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Students may include some of the following points:

Agree

Physical structure of a gurdwara is not primarily important / wherever the Guru Granth
Sahib resides is a gurdwara / buildings can be converted / community gatherings can be
held in many venues / langar can be facilitated if there are kitchens available / a small
community may not have a need for large building, etc.

Other views
Gurdwara is central point for community / building needs to be appropriate for worship /
location of some buildings may make them inappropriate / must have sufficient rooms to
house Guru Granth Sahib respectfully / provides opportunities for sewa / other uses of a
building may make it unsuitable for use as a gurdwara, etc.

[6 marks] AO2
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(d) ‘The langar is the most important activity of the gurdwara.’
Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought
about more than one point of view. Refer to Sikh arguments in your answer.
Target: Evaluation of whether or not the langar is the most important activity of
the gurdwara
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks
0 Unsupported opinion or no The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and | 0 marks
relevant evaluation. grammar seriously obstruct understanding.
Level 1 Opinion supported by simple | The student presents some relevant information in a 1 mark
reason. simple form. The text produced is usually legible.
Level 2 Opinion supported by one Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to | 2 marks
developed reason or two be derived, although errors are sometimes
simple reasons. obstructive.
Level 3 Opinion supported by one Levels 3and 4 QWC 3 marks
well developed reason or The student presents relevant information in a way
several simple reasons, with | which assists with the communication of meaning.
slight development of one. The text produced is legible. Spelling, punctuation
N.B. Students who make and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure
no religious comment meaning.
should not achieve more
than Level 3.
Level 4 Opinion supported by two Level 4 Guidance 4 marks
developed reasons with A Level 4 response could be one-sided.
reference to religion. One well-developed reason and one with slight
development would reach this level.
There must be reference to religion, but this could be
brief / general.
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a
response is Level 4.
Level 5 Evidence of reasoned Levels 5and 6 QWC 5 marks
consideration of two different | The student presents relevant information coherently,
points of view, showing employing structure and style to render meaning
informed insights and clear. The text produced is legible. Spelling,
knowledge and punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to
understanding of religion. render meaning clear.
Level 5 Guidance
Two different points of view must be considered, but
the consideration does not need to be balanced, i.e.
one view could be much briefer than the other.
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion
must be more than a generalised statement.
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the
argument.
Level 6 A well-argued response, with | Level 6 Guidance 6 marks

evidence of reasoned
consideration of two different
points of view showing
informed insights and ability
to apply knowledge and
understanding of religion
effectively.

The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and
‘apply...effectively’.

The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the
quality of the argument and the coherence of the
response. There needs to be more than a passing
reference to religion.

However, the two points of view may not be
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable.

Students may include some of the following points:
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Agree

Langar reflects central belief of equality of all / provides opportunity for community to
come together / provides means of performing sewa / supports the disadvantaged in the
community / reaches out in charity to wider community / an instruction from Guru Nanak /
historical significance and maintenance of traditions, etc.

Other views
All activites in the Gurdwara are important / worship is devotion to God comes first /
worship provides time for devotion and reflection / celebrations such as marriage may be
more important for individuals / sewa can be performed in many ways / langar is more
social than spiritual / teaching takes place important for children / continuation of the faith
etc.

[6 marks] AO2

B5 Spelling, punctuation and grammar

Award up to 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar.

High Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with
performance consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context
of the demands of the question. Where required, they use a wide
range of specialist terms adeptly and with precision. (4 marks)

Intermediate Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with
performance considerable accuracy and general control of meaning in the
context of the demands of the question. Where required, they use
a good range of specialist terms with facility. (2-3 marks)

Threshold Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with
performance reasonable accuracy in the context of the demands of the question.
Any errors do not hinder meaning in the response. Where

required, they use a limited range of specialist terms appropriately. (1 mark)
Below Response does not meet the threshold performance. For example,
Threshold errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder

meaning or nothing is written. (0O marks)
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B6 Festivals and the Gurus
(a) Describe how Sikhs celebrate Baisakhi today.

Target: Knowledge of the celebration of Baisakhi

Levels Criteria Comments Marks
0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 0 marks
credit.
Level 1 Something relevant or worthy | One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark
of credit.
Level 2 Elementary knowledge and o At least two relevant and accurate points 2 marks
understanding, e.g. two e One point with development.
simple points.
Level 3 Sound knowledge and e Two or more relevant and accurate points with 3 marks
understanding. one developed
o One well developed point
Level 4 A clear knowledge and e Two or more relevant and accurate points with 4 marks
understanding with some development of at least two
development and / or ¢ A single point that is exceptionally well-developed
analysis may reach this level.
Level 5 A detailed answer with some | e Two or three relevant and accurate points with 5 marks
development and / or detailed development of at least two.
analysis
Level 6 A full and coherent answer The main difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is 6 marks
showing good development coherence.
and / or analysis.
Level 6 answers will be well-structured with good
development.
Quality — v — quantity: Level 6 responses do not
have to be very long. A concise, well-argued
response could be awarded Level 6.

Students may include some of the following points:

Sikhs rise early, bathe and wear new clothes / special worship in the gurdwara / special
prayers, ardas and kirtan / special langar / nagar kirtan (baisakhi procession) / led by
Panj Piare / nisan sahib pole cleaned with yoghurt / dressed in new cloth and restored /
mock duels, bhangra music and dancing, street parties etc. / exchange of gifts, sweets
and time with family in the evening / initiations into the Khalsa, etc.

[6 marks] AO1
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(b) ‘Sikhs do not need to celebrate festivals.’
Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought
about more than one point of view. Refer to Sikh arguments in your answer.
Target: Evaluation of the importance of celebrating festivals in Sikhism
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks
0 Unsupported opinion or no The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and | 0 marks
relevant evaluation. grammar seriously obstruct understanding.
Level 1 Opinion supported by simple | The student presents some relevant informationina | 1 mark
reason. simple form. The text produced is usually legible.
Level 2 Opinion supported by one Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to | 2 marks
developed reason or two be derived, although errors are sometimes
simple reasons. obstructive.
Level 3 Opinion supported by one Levels 3 and 4 QWC 3 marks
well developed reason or The student presents relevant information in a way
several simple reasons, with | which assists with the communication of meaning.
slight development of one. The text produced is legible. Spelling, punctuation
N.B. Students who make and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure
no religious comment meaning.
should not achieve more
than Level 3.
Level 4 Opinion supported by two Level 4 Guidance 4 marks
developed reasons with A Level 4 response could be one-sided.
reference to religion. One well-developed reason and one with slight
development would reach this level.
There must be reference to religion, but this could be
brief / general.
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a
response is Level 4.
Level 5 Evidence of reasoned Levels 5and 6 QWC 5 marks
consideration of two different | The student presents relevant information coherently,
points of view, showing employing structure and style to render meaning
informed insights and clear. The text produced is legible. Spelling,
knowledge and punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to
understanding of religion. render meaning clear.
Level 5 Guidance
Two different points of view must be considered, but
the consideration does not need to be balanced, i.e.
one view could be much briefer than the other.
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion
must be more than a generalised statement.
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the
argument.
Level 6 A well-argued response, with | Level 6 Guidance 6 marks

evidence of reasoned
consideration of two different
points of view showing
informed insights and ability
to apply knowledge and
understanding of religion
effectively.

The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and
‘apply...effectively’.

The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the
quality of the argument and the coherence of the
response. There needs to be more than a passing
reference to religion.

However, the two points of view may not be
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable.
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Students may include some of the following points:

Agree

Worship is carried out all year round / regular services in the gurdwara / frequent full
readings of the Guru Granth Sahib (akhand path) / Sikhs meditate daily in their home /
festivals can be a distraction from real meaning of the teachings / increasing costs and
secularisation / spiritual life more important, etc.

Other views

Festivals are important community events / especially enjoyed by children / educate in
Sikh history and beliefs / opportunity to incorporate wider society in multi-cultural
activities / festivals celebrate key events in Sikh history / remember specific contributions
of the Gurus / break from the normal routine / focus on joy and devotion, etc.

[6 marks] AO2
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(c) Explain what Guru Arjan did to develop Sikhism.
Target: Knowledge and understanding of the contribution of Guru Arjan to
Sikhism
Levels Criteria Comments Marks
0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 0 marks
credit.
Level 1 Something relevant or worthy | One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark
of credit.
Level 2 Elementary knowledge and ¢ At least two relevant and accurate points 2 marks
understanding, e.g. two e One point with development.
simple points.
Level 3 Sound knowledge and e Two or more relevant and accurate points with 3 marks
understanding. one developed
e One well developed point
Level 4 A clear knowledge and e Two or more relevant and accurate points with 4 marks
understanding with some development of at least two
development and / or e A single point that is exceptionally well-developed
analysis may reach this level.
Level 5 A detailed answer with some | e Two or three relevant and accurate points with 5 marks
development and / or detailed development of at least two.
analysis
Level 6 A full and coherent answer The main difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is 6 marks
showing good development coherence.
and / or analysis.
Level 6 answers will be well-structured with good
development.
Quality — v — quantity: Level 6 responses do not
have to be very long. A concise, well-argued
response could be awarded Level 6.

Students may include some of the following points:

Guru Arjan was the 5™ Guru / first Sikh martyr / compiled the writings of previous Gurus
into the Adi Granth / wrote many prayers and hymns / built the Golden Temple /
developed Amritsar as spiritual centre for Sikhs / developed local community leadership /
his piety and example led to significant numbers of converts to Sikhism / upheld the
principles of Sikhism and refused to submit to injustices / introduced daswandh (giving
10% of earnings) / author of Prayer for Peace / organised missionaries to spread Sikh
teachings / encouraged spread of trade / died a martyr’s death, etc.

[6 marks] AO1
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(d) ‘Guru Nanak and Guru Gobind Singh made an equal contribution to the
development of Sikhism.’
Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought
about more than one point of view.
Target: Evaluation of the relative contributions of Guru Nanak and Guru Gobind
Singh to the development of Sikhism
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks
0 Unsupported opinion or no The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and | 0 marks
relevant evaluation. grammar seriously obstruct understanding.
Level 1 Opinion supported by simple | The student presents some relevant information in a 1 mark
reason. simple form. The text produced is usually legible.
Level 2 Opinion supported by one Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to | 2 marks
developed reason or two be derived, although errors are sometimes
simple reasons. obstructive.
Level 3 Opinion supported by one Levels 3 and 4 QWC 3 marks
well developed reason or The student presents relevant information in a way
several simple reasons, with | which assists with the communication of meaning.
slight development of one. The text produced is legible. Spelling, punctuation
N.B. Students who make and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure
no religious comment meaning.
should not achieve more
than Level 3.
Level 4 Opinion supported by two Level 4 Guidance 4 marks
developed reasons with A Level 4 response could be one-sided.
reference to religion. One well-developed reason and one with slight
development would reach this level.
There must be reference to religion, but this could be
brief / general.
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a
response is Level 4.
Level 5 Evidence of reasoned Levels 5and 6 QWC 5 marks
consideration of two different | The student presents relevant information coherently,
points of view, showing employing structure and style to render meaning
informed insights and clear. The text produced is legible. Spelling,
knowledge and punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to
understanding of religion. render meaning clear.
Level 5 Guidance
Two different points of view must be considered, but
the consideration does not need to be balanced, i.e.
one view could be much briefer than the other.
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion
must be more than a generalised statement.
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the
argument.
Level 6 A well-argued response, with | Level 6 Guidance 6 marks

evidence of reasoned
consideration of two different
points of view showing
informed insights and ability
to apply knowledge and
understanding of religion
effectively.

The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and
‘apply...effectively’.

The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the
quality of the argument and the coherence of the
response. There needs to be more than a passing
reference to religion.

However, the two points of view may not be
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable.
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Students may include some of the following points:

Agree

Guru Nanak established Sikhism / taught principles of equality / challenged the presiding
caste system of the day / travelled widely, teaching / introduced langar / wrote many
hymns, etc. / both Gurus mad an equal contribution / Guru Gobind Singh established the
Khalsa / gave Sikhs their unique identity / completed the Guru Granth Sahib / led many
battles against injustice, etc. / each Guru’s contribution is unique and valuable, etc.

Other views
Without Guru Nanak there would be no Sikhism / his challenges to caste system were
unique / he established the very foundations in his writings and hymns.

Guru Gobind Singh made Sikhism distinct from other religious practices / Khalsa
formation secured the long term future of Sikhism / he brought together the teachings of
all the Gurus which could not have been done at the outset, etc.

[6 marks] AO2

B6 Spelling, punctuation and grammar

Award up to 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar.

High
performance

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with
consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context
of the demands of the question. Where required, they use a wide

range of specialist terms adeptly and with precision. (4 marks)
Intermediate Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with
performance considerable accuracy and general control of meaning in the

context of the demands of the question. Where required, they use

a good range of specialist terms with facility. (2-3 marks)
Threshold Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with
performance reasonable accuracy in the context of the demands of the question.

Any errors do not hinder meaning in the response. Where

required, they use a limited range of specialist terms appropriately. (1 mark)
Below Response does not meet the threshold performance. For example,
Threshold errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder

meaning or nothing is written. (0O marks)
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