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Paper 2: Religion and Ethics

Mark scheme

Question Answer

number

1 8 marks AO1

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge, understanding

and specialist language and terminology when responding to the question.

Candidates may refer to the following.

¢ Deontology offers a law based approach to moral decisions.

e Deontology is objective and rational.

e The theory identifies moral duties which are categorical imperatives and can be
applied universally.

¢ Deontology values rule based morality but also requires that people be treated
as intrinsically valuable.

¢ Deontology is compatible with religious and secular approaches to ethics.

Level Mark | Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.

Level 1 1-2 e A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).

e Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1).

e Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs
(AO01).

Level 2 | 3-5 e A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).

e Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs (AO1).

e Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of understanding
(AO01).

Level 3 | 6-8 e A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

¢ Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious
ideas and beliefs (AO1).

e Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth
of understanding (AO1).




Question
number

Answer

2

4 marks AO1, 8 marks AO2

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding
when responding to the question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors
described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.

e Religious teaching has historically provided a foundation for secular
moral codes.

e Biblical narrative and religious teaching offer clear examples of how
religion is used to advise and enforce morality.

e God may be understood as the ground of morality and hence
religious teaching has a responsibility to make God’s moral law
known.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2.

e Religious moral teaching is invariably based on sacred texts and
therefore requires considerable interpretation to extract its
relevance to modern moral situations.

e Religious morality is diverse and divisive and therefore presents
problems for objective moral decision-making.

e Examples of religious morality may be counter-intuitive and
therefore may reinforce a view that is offensive to modern secular
moral culture.

e The Euthyphro Dilemma raises the problem of whether God
commands what is good independently of his nature, therefore
raising the question of how far God may be the ground of moral
values.

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks
beyond the top of Level 1.

Level Mark | Descriptor

0

No rewardable material.

Level1 | 1-4 ¢ A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
e Information/issues are identified (AO2).
e Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AO2).

Level 2 | 5-8 e A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues which lead to a simplistic chain
of reasoning (AO2).

e Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AO2).

Level 3 | 9-12 | e A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).




Level

Mark

Descriptor

e Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and
logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

e Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question (A02).




Question Indicative content
number
3(a) 10 marks AO1
AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge and
understanding and specialist language and terminology when responding
to the question.
Candidates may refer to the following.
e Virtue ethics is based on the principle that moral action and moral character are
intrinsically linked.
e A virtuous person will work towards achieving a mean in moral action.
e Virtues are moral excellences which achieve moral ends but are not performed
for their own sake.
e The virtuous mean lies between excess and deficiency.
e Moral agents are able to choose the virtuous moral mean from the spectrum of
morality between two vices.
¢ The mean is discernible through reason and practical wisdom so is accessible to
everyone.
Level Mark | Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1 1-3 e A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).

e Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
superficial (AO1).

e Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies that are not directly linked to the
extract (AO1).

Level 2 | 4-6 e A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).

e Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
detailed, however it is not fully developed (AO1).

e Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs and are linked in most cases to reference from the
extract (AO1).

Level 3 | 7-10 |« A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

¢ Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is detailed
and fully developed (AO1).

e Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious
ideas and beliefs and are fully linked to references from the extract (AO1).




Question
number

Indicative content

3(b)

5 marks AO1, 15 marks AO2

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding
using specialist language and terminology when responding to the
question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.

e Virtue Ethics does not rely on a set of fixed moral rules or religious moral
commands.

e It is possible to develop moral character through emulating moral role models
so it is accessible in everyday situations.

e The goal of Virtue Ethics is eudaimonia which offers an incentive to living a
morally virtuous life.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2.

e Virtue Ethics may be considered weak because it lacks a set of rules on which
to develop morality.

e Virtues are not always universal, since they can be culturally relative or no
longer appropriate in the modern world.

e Deontology may be more persuasive as it appeals to duty which encourages
disciplined and universal ethical behaviour.

o Utilitarianism may be more persuasive as it appeals to the well being of the
majority irrespective of moral character.

e Situation Ethics may be more persuasive as agape love is more easily grasped
as a universal ideal and can also contribute to the development of moral
character.

¢ However, Virtue Ethics can be applied from a religious or secular perspective,
and could be perceived as good for the development of a community based on
a shared understanding of moral character.

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks
beyond the top of Level 1.




Level Mark Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.

Level1l | 1-4 e A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).

e Information/issues are selected (AO2).

e Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the
question (AO2).

e Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2).

Level 2 | 5-8 e A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies
(AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO2).

e Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the question
(AO2).

e Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made with
little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2).

Level 3 | 9-12 e A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simple chain of
reasoning (AO2).

e Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the
question (AO2).

e Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made,
which are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (AO2).

Level 4 | 13-16 | e A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and accurately
throughout (AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and logical
chains of reasoning (AO2).

e Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question
(AO2).

e Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of
elements in the question, which are supported by the appraisal of some
evidence (A02).

Level 5 | 17-20 | e A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent
and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question
(AO2).

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question, which are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AO2).




Question Indicative content
number
4q 5 marks AO1, 25 marks AO2

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding
using specialist language and terminology when responding to the
question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.

e Environmental ethics provides an important focus in the modern world to issues
including climate change, pollution, loss of habitat and animal welfare.

e Religious teachings have traditionally played a significant role in guiding
religious communities in caring for the natural world.

e Secular principles have also played a major part in developing legal and ethical
codes which govern environmental practices.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2.

e The appeal to religious teachings may be important when making decisions
about the natural world because they lay out principles regarding the nature of
God’s creation which may be considered absolute.

e Appeal to secular principles alone may be deemed unreliable because the
instrumental value of the natural world is likely to be placed above its intrinsic
worth and thus encourage practices which undermine the environment.

¢ Religious teachings have stood the test of time because they have proved their
flexibility through creative applications such as Situation Ethics, so religious
teachings about the natural world can be applied in a new framework and
support secular approaches.

e Appeal to religious teachings may be deemed unhelpful because scientific
progress has outstripped their relevance and religious teachings offer solutions
which have no objective value to the complex issues of the modern world.

e Developments in environmental science may be motivated by selfish ends, for
example, financial gain or social engineering, which religious teaching would
recognhise as inappropriate.

e Many religious traditions believe in life after death which may influence beliefs
about environmental ethics (this shows links to the Philosophy of Religion) and
therefore encourage an element of subjective judgment, and even fear of the
unknown after death, to enter the decision making process.

e Religious teachings based on biblical principles (thus linking with New
Testament Studies) are deemed inherently reliable and therefore, for some,
provide the most trustworthy guidance, irrespective of changes in moral
climate or scientific understanding of the natural world.

e Religious teachings concerning the natural world may be manipulated by
religious teachers for their own purposes or to enforce attachment to the moral
view of a particular religious system, thus they can be used to instil fear rather
than encouraging a rational approach to difficult decisions (thus shows links to
Study of Religion).

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks
beyond the top of Level 1.




Candidates who do not show links with another area of their course of study will
not be able to gain marks beyond the top of Level 4.




Level Mark Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.

Level 1 1-6 e A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
Information/issues are identified (AO2).

Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the
question (AO2).

e Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2).

e Judgements made with no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2).

e Conclusions are provided but are simplistic and/or generic (AO2).

Level 2 | 7-12 e A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies
(AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO2).

e Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the question
(AO2).

e Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AO2).

e Judgements made with little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2).

e Conclusions are provided, which loosely draw together ideas but with little
or no attempt to justify (AO2).

Level 3 | 13-18 | e A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simplistic chain
of reasoning (AO2).

¢ Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the
question (AO2).

e Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AO2).

e Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (AO2).

¢ Conclusions are provided, which logically draw together ideas and are
partially justified (AO2).

Level 4 | 19-24 | e A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and accurately
throughout (AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and logical
chains of reasoning (AO2).

e Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question
(AO2).

e Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of
elements in the question (A02).

¢ Reasoned judgements are supported by the appraisal of some evidence
(AO2).

e Convincing conclusions are provided which fully and logically draw
together ideas and are partially justified (AO2).

Level 5 | 25-30 | e A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and
logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question
(AO2).

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question (AO2).

Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the comprehensive appraisal
of evidence (AQ2).




e Convincing conclusions are provided which fully and logically draw
together ideas and are fully justified (AO2).
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