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Paper 4: Study of Religion, Option 4E: Judaism - June 2024
Mark scheme

Question Answer
number
1 8 marks AO1
AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge, understanding
and specialist language and terminology when responding to the question.
Candidates may refer to the following.
e Orthodox Jews are required to live in accordance with the Halakhah.
e The Torah and Mishnah are authoritative as a divine work of God for Orthodox
Jews and remain fixed regarding Jewish doctrine.
e Orthodox Jews place high importance on following the 613 mitzvot.
e Orthodox Judaism emphasises the literal interpretation of the Torah.
e Orthodox Jews have distinctive practices and customs, which include daily
ritual, defined gender roles and synagogue conventions etc.
Level Mark | Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.

Level 1 1-2 e A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).

¢ Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1).

e Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs
(AO1).

Level 2 | 3-5 e A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).

e Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs (AO1).

e Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of understanding
(AO01).

Level 3 | 6-8 ¢ A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

¢ Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious
ideas and beliefs (AO1).

e Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth
of understanding (AO1).




Question Indicative content
number
2 4 marks AO1, 8 marks AO2
AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding
using specialist language and terminology when responding to the
question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below.
Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.
e Secularisation is often seen to be the removal of religious
influences from society.
e Jewish practices and beliefs can often be side lined in a secular
society.
e It may lead to the secularisation of some Jewish practices, such
as a more relaxed approach to Sabbath observance.
AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.
Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2.
e The influence of the diaspora is significant because these indicate a
diversity of responses to secularism.
e Orthodox criticisms of secularism are influential because they represent a
wide spectrum of Jewish views.
e The changing attitudes of Reform are important because they may
incorporate some secular thinking and modes of secular living.
¢ In some cases, the impact of secularism may be critical because it points to
the decline of traditional Judaism.
Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks
beyond the top of Level 1.
Level Mark | Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.
Level1 | 1-4 e A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
¢ Information/issues are identified (AO2).
e Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AO2).

Level 2 | 5-8 e A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simplistic chain
of reasoning (AO2).

¢ Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AO2).

Level 3 | 9-12 |e A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

e Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and
logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

e Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question (AO2).




Question Indicative content
number
3(a) 10 marks AO1
AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge and
understanding and specialist language and terminology when responding
to the question.
Candidates may refer to the following.
e Mendelssohn displayed loyalty to the ancient Jewish tradition,
which was a natural religion founded on reason.
e In practice, Mendelssohn forged links with German culture and
language (German-Jewish education).
e In the longer term his approach influenced Haskalah.
e He combined the idea of the Jews as ‘a light unto the nations’
with an assimilation of Judaism into Enlightenment thought.
e He fused a loyalty to the natural roots of Judaism to the
evolution of Jewish belief and practice.
e His emphases contained the seeds of controversy and division
within Judaism.
Level Mark | Descriptor

0 No rewardable material.

Level 1 1-3 ¢ A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).

¢ Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
superficial (AO1).

e Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies that are not directly linked to the
extract (AO1).

Level 2 | 4-6 ¢ A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).

e Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
detailed, however it is not fully developed (AO1).

¢ Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs and are linked in most cases to reference from the
extract (AO1).

Level 3 | 7-10 |« A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

¢ Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is detailed
and fully developed (AO1).

¢ Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious
ideas and beliefs and are fully linked to references from the extract (AO1).




Question | Indicative content
number
3(b) 5 marks AO1, 15 marks AO2

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding
using specialist language and terminology when responding to the
question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.
e Maimonides was a Sephardic Jewish philosopher of the 12th/13th
centuries.
e Mendelssohn was an 18% century Jewish thinker who founded
modern Jewish philosophy.
e Mendelssohn drew upon the writings of Maimonides and
especially Maimonides’ Guide of the Perplexed.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2.

e Maimonides’ ‘Thirteen Principles of Faith’ are of key importance
because these show his distinctive views about the basic
teachings of Judaism.

¢ Mendelssohn’s translations of Jewish scriptures into German is
significant because it is more radical than Maimonides’.
Mendelssohn was devoted to reinterpretation of scripture in light
of the previous understanding.

e The role of prophecy in Maimonides’ writings is distinctive
because this indicates his partial rejection of Greek philosophy.

e The importance of reason and philosophical reasoning in
Mendelssohn is important because this highlights his
acculturation in contrast to Maimonides.

e The differences between the impact of the two scholars is
significant because of their respective influence on Orthodox and
Reform Judaism.

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks
beyond the top of Level 1.




Level Mark Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.

Level1 | 1-4 e A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).

e Information/issues are selected (AO2).

e Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the
question (AO2).

e Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2).

Level 2 | 5-8 e A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies
(AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues (A02).

e Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the question
(AO2).

e Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made with
little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AQ2).

Level 3 | 9-12 e A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simple chain of
reasoning (AOQ2).

e Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the
question (AO2).

e Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made,
which are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (AQ2).

Level 4 | 13-16 | e A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and accurately
throughout (AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and logical
chains of reasoning (AO2).

e Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question
(AO2).

e Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of the
elements in the question, which are supported by the appraisal of some
evidence (AO2).

Level 5 | 17-20 | e A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent
and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question
(AO2).

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question, which are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (A02).




Question
number

Indicative content

a4

5 marks AO1, 25 marks AO2

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding
using specialist language and terminology when responding to the
question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.
e Central to Jewish teaching is that they are God’s chosen people.
e Historical anti-Semitism can be seen to underpin the Nazi attitudes towards
Jews as a race.
e The Holocaust included pogroms, concentration camps and death camps for
Jews and other targeted groups.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2.

e One of the features of Orthodox thinking on the Holocaust is to maintain
that God is not responsible because it provides a new revelation from God
such as revealing God’s continued role in the world.

e Some see the Holocaust as a collective punishment because of Jewish
unfaithfulness to the commitment to a return to the promised land.

e A minority interpretation sees the Holocaust as a type of sacrifice to purify a
sinful world because this is seen as an aspect of Haskalah and an opening
up of Jewish responsibilities to the world.

e A distinctive feature of Reform Judaism is the priority given to moral laws
and this is significant because of the aim of building up a just society to
counter-act the evil of the Holocaust.

e The Holocaust provided the impetus to notions about the death of God and
this is important because of the development of secular Jewish thought.

e The Holocaust highlights the horrors of the problem of evil and suffering
and the existence of a benevolent God (this shows links to the Philosophy of
Religion).

e Race and equality are prominent topics associated with the targeting of
Jews in the Holocaust (this shows links to Religion and Ethics).

e NT texts include reference to sacrifice and forgiveness and these may be
linked to important themes in some Jewish responses to the Holocaust (this
shows links to New Testament Studies).

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks
beyond the top of Level 1.

Candidates who do not show links with another area of their course of study will
not be able to gain marks beyond the top of Level 4.







Level Mark Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.
Level1 | 1-6 e A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
e Information/issues are identified (AO2).
e Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the
question (AO2).
e Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2).
e Judgements made with no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2).
e Conclusions are provided but are simplistic and/or generic (AO2).

Level 2 | 7-12 e A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies
(AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO2).

e Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the question
(AO2).

e Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AO2).

e Judgements made with little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2).

¢ Conclusions are provided, which loosely draw together ideas but with little
or no attempt to justify (AO2).

Level 3 | 13-18 | e A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simplistic chain
of reasoning (AO2).

e Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the
question (AO2).

e Judgements of some of the elements in the question are made (AO2).

e Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (A02).

¢ Conclusions are provided, which logically draw together ideas and are
partially justified (AO2).

Level 4 | 19-24 |« A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and accurately
throughout (AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and logical
chains of reasoning (AO2).

e Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question
(AO2).

e Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of
elements in the question (A02).

e Reasoned judgements are supported by the appraisal of some evidence
(AO2).

e Convincing conclusions are provided which fully and logically draw
together ideas and are partially justified (AO2).

Level 5 | 25-30 | e A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and
logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question
(AO2).

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question (AO2).

Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the comprehensive appraisal
of evidence (AO2).

Convincing conclusions are provided which fully and logically draw
together ideas and are fully justified (AO2).
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