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Paper 4: Study of Religion, Option 4C: Hinduism - June 2024

Mark scheme

Question Answer

number

1 8 marks AO1

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge, understanding
and specialist language and terminology when responding to the question.

Candidates may refer to the following.

The term ‘Hinduism’ refers to a range of religious and cultural traditions.
Religious pluralism may be linked to the multi-cultural societies from within
which Hinduism has developed.

There are examples of religious pluralism in diverse Hindu traditions such as
jnana yoga and hatha yoga.

Some figures epitomise religious pluralism such as Gandhi and
Ramakrishna.

Pluralism may be contrasted with the exclusivism of some Hindus.

Level Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1 1-2

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1).

Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs
(AO01).

Level 2 3-5

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).
Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of understanding
(AO01).

Level 3 | 6-8

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious
ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth
of understanding (AO1).




Question
number

Indicative content

2

4 marks AO1, 8 marks AO2

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding
using specialist language and terminology when responding to the
question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below.

If candidates answer only using one idea they cannot proceed beyond level 2. If
they answer more than two ideas read all the material and credit the best two.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.
e Shruti texts include the Vedas and Upanishads.
e Smriti scriptures such as the Mahabharata provide accounts of avatars.
e Some scriptures provide authority for public worship.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2.

e Shruti scriptures have authority because they are believed to have been
revealed. Therefore, they are important because they are believed by some
Hindus to be infallible and transmitted without alteration.

e The authority of smriti texts stems from teachings about key themes such
as avatars but are not believed to be flawless because of their oral
transmission.

e The authority of various scriptures may be seen by the influence they have
upon the development of varied Hindu traditions.

e The authority varies because some scriptures relate special events involving
a deity such as Krishna, whereas others detail the performance of
ceremonies for priests.

¢ Hindus may regard the Upanishads as authoritative because they provide
the philosophical ideas which are the basis of modern Hinduism.

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks
beyond the top of Level 1.

Level Mark | Descriptor

0

No rewardable material.

Level1 | 1-4 e A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
¢ Information/issues are identified (AO2).
e Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AO2).

Level 2 | 5-8 e A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues which lead to a simplistic chain
of reasoning (AO2).

¢ Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AO2).

Level 3 | 9-12 ¢ A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

e Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent
and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).




e Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question (AO2).

Question Indicative content
number
3(a) 10 marks AO1
AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge and
understanding and specialist language and terminology when responding
to the question.
Candidates may refer to the following.
e The ashramas are set in the context of dharma.
e The brahmacharya stage has an emphasis on the virtue of discipline.
e The grihastha stage is characterised by family and social obligations.
¢ Vanaprastha is an in-between stage leading to more spiritual matters.
e Sanyasa aims for liberation and is seen as the pinnacle of Hindu
endeavours.
e These stages present a model which, in practice, is achieved by only a few.
Level Mark | Descriptor

0 No rewardable material.

Level 1 1-3 e A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).

e Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
superficial (AO1).

e Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies that are not directly linked to the
extract (AO1).

Level 2 | 4-6 e A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).

¢ Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
detailed, however it is not fully developed (AO1).

¢ Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs and are linked in most cases to reference from the
extract (AO1).

Level 3 | 7-10 |« A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

¢ Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is detailed
and fully developed (AO1).

¢ Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious
ideas and beliefs and are fully linked to references from the extract (AO1).




Question Indicative content
number
3(b) 5 marks AO1, 15 marks AO2

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding
using specialist language and terminology when responding to the
question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.
e The ashramas portray a system and structure to promote
spiritual development.
e They portray some Hindu virtues which have helped to
preserve the development of Hinduism.
e The ashramas are associated with key Hindu values, namely
artha, kama, dharma and moksha.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2.

¢ The ashramas integrate with purushartha and this is a strength
because it indicates a fusion between stages of life coupled with
moral values.

e There are advantages because some stages may merge such as
vanaprastha and sanyasa and the moral virtues may develop
across various stages.

e This system may have a weakness because the final stage may
be impractical for some Hindus and not all will pursue the
ashrama stages through to the end.

e Gender issues may present some weaknesses because the
presentation of the ashramas appears to have a male bias as
seen in the grihastha and sanyasa stages.

e Some stages have both strengths and weaknesses because of
interpretations of celibacy within some stages and detachment
in the sanyasa stage. Celibacy and detachment are contentious
virtues because of different stances regarding each one.

¢ Some may argue that the system is impractical in
contemporary culture because it focuses on tradition which may
not be compatible with today’s society.

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks
beyond the top of Level 1.




Level Mark Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.

Level1 | 1-4 e A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).

e Information/issues are selected (AO2).

e Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the
question (AO2).

e Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2).

Level 2 | 5-8 e A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies
(AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues (A02).

e Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the question
(AO2).

e Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made with
little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AQ2).

Level 3 | 9-12 e A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simple chain of
reasoning (AOQ2).

e Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the
question (AO2).

e Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made,
which are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (AQ2).

Level 4 | 13-16 | e A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and accurately
throughout (AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and logical
chains of reasoning (AO2).

e Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question
(AO2).

e Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of
elements in the question, which are supported by the appraisal of some
evidence (AO2).

Level 5 17-20 | e« A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent
and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question
(AO2).

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question, which are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (A02).




Question Indicative content
number
4 5 marks AO1, 25 marks AO2

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and
evaluation. Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and
understanding using specialist language and terminology when
responding to the question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described
below.

If candidates answer only using purposes or significance they cannot proceed
beyond level 2.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.

e The etymology of yoga has varied connotations such as ‘to
join” or ‘to attach’ or subsequently ‘to put something to
use/performance’.

e A popular type in India and the West is hatha yoga.

e The development of yoga has varied considerably over time
and in different contexts.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical
and evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2,

e There are significantly different purposes because karma
yoga emphasises the path of action to purify the mind
whereas bhakti yoga focuses on devotion.

e The significance of yoga is diverse because jnana yoga is
important to Brahmins as the path to wisdom whereas
hatha yoga has a wider significance, stressing the
importance of mental and physical health.

e Yoga has distinctive emphases because of the various
contexts within which it is found such as jnana yoga with
its links to raja yoga and the influence of Vivekananda,
compared with Saivism and bhakti yoga.

¢ An important aim of yoga across some traditions is moksha
because this is a key belief and aim across Hinduism, albeit
with significantly different interpretations.

e The varied beliefs and practices of yoga are highlighted
because of its world-wide expansion across a range of
different cultures, many of which are not Hindu.

e The use of yoga is now widespread within Hindu traditions
and this may elicit mystical and religious experiences. (This
links to Philosophy of Religion)

e Karma yoga utilises aspects of ethical behaviour is
significant in illustrating the link between religion and
morality. (This links to Religion and Ethics)

e The use of yoga originates from varying interpretations of
sacred texts. This has parallels with different
interpretations of New Testament passages. (This links to
New Testament Studies)

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain
marks beyond the top of Level 1.

Candidates who do not show links with another area of their course of study
will not be able to gain marks beyond the top of Level 4.




Level Mark Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.

Level 1 1-6 e A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
Information/issues are identified (AO2).

Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the
question (AO2).

e Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2).

e Judgements made with no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2).

e Conclusions are provided but are simplistic and/or generic (AOQ2).

Level 2 | 7-12 e A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies
(AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO2).

e Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the question
(AO2).

e Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AO2).

e Judgements made with little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2).

e Conclusions are provided, which loosely draw together ideas but with little
or no attempt to justify (AO2).

Level 3 | 13-18 | e A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simplistic chain
of reasoning (AQ2).

¢ Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the
question (AO02).

e Judgements of some of the elements in the question are made (AQ2).

¢ Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (A02).

e Conclusions are provided, which logically draw together ideas and are
partially justified (AO2).

Level 4 | 19-24 | e A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and accurately
throughout (AO1).

e Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and logical
chains of reasoning (AO2).

e Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question
(AO2).

e Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of
elements in the question (AO2).

¢ Reasoned judgements are supported by the appraisal of some evidence
(AO2).

e« Convincing conclusions are provided which fully and logically draw
together ideas and are partially justified (AO2).

Level 5 | 25-30 | e A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and
logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question
(AO2).

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question (A02).

Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the comprehensive appraisal
of evidence (AO2).

Convincing conclusions are provided which fully and logically draw
together ideas and are fully justified (AO2).
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