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 Define the term ‘globalisation’. 
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 Using one example, briefly explain how pupil subcultures may form in schools. 
[2 marks] 
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 Outline three features of the functionalist theory of education. 
[6 marks] 
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 Outline and explain two ways in which material deprivation may impact on social class 
differences in educational achievement.  

[10 marks] 
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 Read Item A below and answer the question that follows. 
   

  Item A 
 
Factors such as income, gender and ethnicity can have a significant impact on the 
educational achievement of pupils.  Governments have tried to reduce these differences 
through initiatives to encourage more pupils from low socio-economic backgrounds to 
enter higher education and through Pupil Premium to support such pupils.  They have 
also set up programmes to encourage girls to participate in ‘male-dominated’ subjects. 
  
Some sociologists believe educational policies can be successful in reducing differences 
in educational achievement between pupils.  Others argue that inequalities are deeply 
ingrained in society and that educational policies may have a limited impact.   
 

   
  Applying material from Item A and your knowledge, evaluate the view that government 

educational policies have successfully improved the educational achievement of pupils. 
[20 marks] 
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 Read Item B below and answer the question that follows. 
   

  Item B   
 

Investigating teacher–pupil relationships 
  
There are many teacher–pupil relationships in schools; for example, between pupils and 
their classroom teacher, senior staff such as heads of year, and the headteacher.  
These relationships are seen to be important influences in shaping pupil achievement, 
pupil behaviour and well-being. 
  
One way of studying teacher–pupil relationships is through documents.  Schools 
produce many documents, such as reports and letters sent home to parents about 
pupils.  Pupils can also create documents through text messaging or posting on media 
platforms like Snapchat or Instagram, as well as through more traditional documents 
such as exercise books. 
  
Documents may have the advantage of presenting genuine accounts of teacher–pupil 
relationships which might be high in validity.  However, there can be issues of access 
and representativeness associated with the use of documents. 

   
  Applying material from Item B and your knowledge of research methods, evaluate the 

strengths and limitations of using documents to investigate teacher–pupil relationships in 
schools.  

[20 marks] 
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