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Answer Section A, one option from Section B and one option from Section C.

Section A

Compulsory question

Read the item and answer the following questions.

Culture is central to all societies and includes norms, values, traditions, beliefs and customs. 
Culture changes over time as norms and values change, and some things that were once thought 
to be important are no longer seen that way. What society thinks is important dictates what is 
regarded as acceptable behaviour.

With reference to the item and sociological knowledge, explain the meaning of the 
term values.	 [5]

Using the item and sociological knowledge, explain how individuals learn expected 
ways of behaving.	 [15]

Section B

Choose one of the following options.

Option 1 Families and Households

Compulsory question

There has been an increase in the number of people living alone in contemporary 
UK society. Using sociological evidence and examples, explain reasons for this.	 [15]

Either,

Evaluate the view that families can have a negative effect on individuals.	 [35]

Or,

Discuss sociological views of the diversity of family types in UK society.	 [35]

Option 2 Youth Cultures

Compulsory question

Some boys join youth subcultures. Using sociological evidence and examples, 
explain reasons for this.	 [15]

Either,

Evaluate interactionist explanations of the relationship between youth subcultures 
and deviance.	 [35]

Or,

Discuss the view that spectacular youth cultures no longer exist.	 [35]
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Section C

Choose one of the following options.

Option 1 Education

Compulsory question

Using sociological evidence and examples, explain sociological views of the role 
of education.	 [15]

Either, 

Discuss sociological explanations for gender differences in educational attainment.
	 [35]

Or,

Assess the impact of poverty on equality of opportunity in education.	 [35]

Option 2 Media

Compulsory question

Using sociological evidence and examples, explain how minority groups are 
represented in the media.	 [15]

Either,

Discuss the view that representations of females are based on outdated 
stereotypes.	 [35]

Or,

Assess the view that the media is controlled by rich and powerful monopolies.	 [35]

Option 3 Religion

Compulsory question

Using sociological evidence and examples, explain reasons for the decline in belief 
and faith in younger age groups.	 [15]

Either,

Discuss sociological explanations for the relationship between ethnicity and 
religion.	 [35]

Or,

Assess the view that religion plays an important role in contemporary UK society.	 [35]
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