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Read the following item and answer all the questions.

The Study of Early Education and Development (SEED)

SEED is a longitudinal study that started in 2013 and follows nearly 6000 children from across 
England from age two. The initial sample of families in the SEED study is representative of the 
population of families with children aged two in England.

The study involves a longitudinal survey of children aiming to find out how early childhood 
education and care relate to child development over time. Yearly interviews with families and 
surveys with childcare staff and teachers are also conducted. Finally, the children’s educational 
attainment data is compared with national attainment statistics. This research provides both 
qualitative and quantitative data.

Adapted from: Home | Study of Early Education and Development | SEED (natcen.ac.uk)  

Answer all questions.

1 1 	 Using material from the item and sociological knowledge, explain what is meant by  
the term representative sample. � [5]

1 2 	 Explain one reason why the researchers decided to use a longitudinal study in their 
research. � [5]

1 3 	 Using material from the item and sociological studies, explain the strengths and 
weaknesses of using more than one method in sociological research. � [20]

2 1 	 As an A level Sociology student you have been asked to design a research project  
to collect data on attitudes towards online shopping amongst a sample of young  
adults in your area. 

	 •	 Describe each stage of your research design, justifying the reasons for your 
choices at each stage.

	 •	 Discuss some of the problems that may occur and their impact on the quality of 
data collected.� [30]
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