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Read the item and answer each part of the following question.

Understanding Society: The UK household longitudinal study

Understanding Society is a longitudinal study that began in 2009 and conducts interviews

with approximately 40000 households each year. The study collects quantitative data, tracks
participants over an extended period, and offers a long-term perspective on people’s lives. Every
year, participants complete their questionnaire either via a face-to-face interview or by using an
online questionnaire. Funding is an important practical issue in sociological research such as
Understanding Society. Without funding from the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC),
it would not have been possible to carry out this research.

Adapted from research published on https://www.understandingsociety.ac.uk/

Answer each part of the following question.

Using material from the item and sociological knowledge, explain the meaning of the
term practical issues. [5]

Using material from the item and sociological knowledge, explain two possible
reasons why the researchers collected quantitative data. [10]

Explain one strength and one weakness of using face-to-face interviews in this
research. [10]

With reference to sociological studies, discuss the strengths and weaknesses of
using longitudinal studies in sociological research. [25]
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