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Answer Section A, one option from Section B and one option from Section C.

Section A

Compulsory question

Read the item and answer the following questions.

Shared culture is at the heart of most societies. It helps to unite people and to give them a sense of 
belonging. Passing on culture from one generation to the next through the process of socialisation 
enables individuals and groups to learn about shared values and norms. Through this process 
people learn social roles and what is expected of them in these roles, for example the role of 
mother, father, brother, sister.

With reference to the item and sociological knowledge, explain the meaning of the 
term socialisation.	 [5]

Using the item and sociological knowledge, explain how people learn social roles.	 [15]

Section B

Choose one of the following options.

Option 1 Families and Households

Compulsory question

Explain reasons for changes in divorce rates in the contemporary UK.	 [15]

Either,

Discuss sociological perspectives on the diversity of family and household 
structures in contemporary UK society.	 [35]

Or,

Evaluate the view that relationships in families are unequal.	 [35]

Option 2 Youth Cultures

Compulsory question

Explain reasons why some young people join youth subcultures.	 [15]

Either,

Discuss the relationship between economic change and youth cultures in UK 
society.	 [35]

Or,

Evaluate the view that there is no such thing as youth subcultures in the 
contemporary UK.	 [35]
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Section C

Choose one of the following options.

Option 1 Education

Compulsory question

Using sociological evidence and examples, explain how labelling can affect 
educational outcomes.	 [15]

Either,

Evaluate Marxist ideas about the role of education.	 [35]

Or,

Assess sociological explanations of the differences in attainment between 
different ethnic groups.	 [35]

Option 2 Media

Compulsory question

Using sociological evidence and examples, explain how news values can affect 
the content of the news.	 [15]

Either,

Evaluate the view that media representation of some social groups is changing.	 [35]

Or,

Assess pluralist explanations of the ownership and control of the media.	 [35]

Option 3 Religion

Compulsory question

Using sociological evidence and examples, explain the relationship between 
religion and social change.	 [15]

Either,

Evaluate the view that religion acts as a form of social control.	 [35]

Or,

Assess sociological explanations for the growth of new religious movements 
(NRM) in society.	 [35]
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