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Read the following item and answer all the questions.

The Health Survey for England

The Health Survey for England (HSE) monitors trends in the nation’s health and care. It is a 
series of annual surveys, of which the 2019 survey was the twenty ninth. It provides quantitative 
information about adults aged 16 and over, and children aged 0 to 15, living in private households 
in England. The survey consists of an interview, followed by a visit from a nurse who takes 
some measurements and blood and saliva specimens. The research sample consisted of 9612 
addresses selected at random in 534 postcode sectors.

Adapted from: https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/health-survey-for-england/2019 

Answer all questions.

Using material from the item and sociological knowledge, explain what is meant by  
the term quantitative data. [5]

Give one reason why the researchers wanted to select participants at random in  
this research. [5]

Using material from the item and sociological knowledge, explain the strengths  
and weaknesses of using interviews in sociological research. [20]

As an A level Sociology student you have been asked to design a research project  
to collect data on gender roles amongst a sample of families in your area.

 • Outline each stage of your research design, justifying the reasons for your  
choices at each stage.

 • Identify some of the problems that may occur and their impact on the quality  
of data collected. [30]
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