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Theme 1: Changing Places – Changing Economies

Answer all questions.

1. (a) Study Figure 1.1.

Figure 1.1 – Percentage of rural and urban
populations in England in 2020

Percentage of population

Rural Urban

04% 2% 2% 4% 6%8% 6% 8%10% 10%

        Age group     
90+

85 – 89
80 – 84
75 – 79
70 – 74
65 – 69
60 – 64
55 – 59
50 – 54
45 – 49
40 – 44
35 – 39
30 – 34
25 – 29
20 – 24
15 –19
10 –14
5 – 9
0 – 4

Tick (√)

Rural areas have a higher percentage of people aged 
0–4 than urban areas

Rural areas have a higher percentage of people aged 
80+ than urban areas

Rural areas have a larger percentage of people aged 
40–44 than urban areas

In rural areas the largest age group is 55–59 years 
old whereas in urban areas it is 20–24 years old

The smallest age group is 90+ in both rural and urban 
areas

The percentage of people aged 30–34 is the same for 
both urban and rural areas

 (i) Tick (√) the two correct statements about rural and urban populations in 2020. [2]
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  In some rural areas, people have left to live in towns and cities. This process is 

called . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. In some rural areas, open spaces have been used 

to build new houses. These are called . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . sites.

 (b) (i) State two ways in which leisure use benefits rural areas.  [2]

  Way 1:  

 

  Way 2:  

 

 (ii) Describe how leisure use has been managed in an area in the UK you have 
studied. [4]

  Name of UK area studied:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (ii) Complete the sentences using words from the text box below.  [2]

counter-urbanisation             renewal             brownfield

greenfield             depopulation             suburbanisation

(C112U10-1)
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 (c) Explain why different groups of people might find it difficult to access services in rural 
areas.  [6]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Additional space for Question 1(c) only:

 

 

 

 

 (d) (i) Study the OS Map in the Resource Folder. The distance by road from the church 
with a tower at 245736 to the Scott Monument at 256739 measures 4.4 cm.

   What is this distance in kilometres (km)? Tick (√) the correct distance in the box 
below. [1]

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

Distance Tick (√)

0.7 km

1.1 km

1.5 km

1.9 km

(C112U10-1)
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  Use the OS Map to name the features shown on Figure 1.2.  [4]

  Choose from the following list of features.

Figure 1.2 – Central Edinburgh

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

Bus station           Calton Hill           Princes Street Gardens           Queen Street Gardens

Law courts               Castle               Waverley Station               Cathedral

 (iii) Area X on the OS Map in the Resource Folder is the site of the new St James 
Quarter Development. [1]

  Give the 4-figure grid reference for Area X:  

 (iv) Give one reason why technology has changed the way people shop. [2]
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 (e) The St James Quarter Development includes shops, restaurants, cafes and leisure 
facilities. It opened in June 2021 and replaces a 1960’s shopping centre and office 
block.

  Study Figure 1.3.

Figure 1.3 – Information about St James Quarter Development, Edinburgh

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

Fact Box
• Cost £1.6 billion
• Is at the eastern end of Princes 

Street which is a main shopping 
area

• Car parking for 1600 cars, 70 
disabled bays, bicycle racks and 
electric vehicle charging points

• 244-bedroom luxury hotel planned
• 152 apartments to be built, some 

costing over £1 million

Existing shops on Princes Street, Edinburgh

Inside the new shopping centre St James Quarter Development

(C112U10-1)
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  Analyse the advantages and disadvantages of the new development at St James 

Quarter, Edinburgh.

  You should use evidence from the OS Map and Figures 1.2 and 1.3 to support your 
answer. [8]

  Your ability to spell, punctuate and use grammar and specialist terminology accurately 
will be assessed in your answer to this question. [4]
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 Additional space for Question 1(e) only:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End of Question 1
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Theme 2: Changing Environments

Answer all questions.

2. (a) Study Figure 2.1.

Figure 2.1 – Weather map of an area of
low pressure (depression) over the British Isles

LOW

N

HIGH

998

1002

1006

1010

1014

998

1002

1006

1010

1014

Key:

warm front

cold front

 (i) Complete the table below by  circling  the correct term in each box. [4]

Features of a typical depression Circle  the correct term

Where are winds strongest? warm front  /  warm sector  /  cold front 

Where is air warmest? warm front  /  warm sector  /  cold front 

Where does heaviest rain occur? warm front  /  warm sector  /  cold front 

Where is rainfall the lowest? warm front  /  warm sector  /  cold front 

(C112U10-1)
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  Storm Christoph affected the UK in January 2021. Study Figure 2.2.
 

Figure 2.2 – Map showing total rainfall (mm), 18–20 January 2021

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

SCOTLAND

WALES ENGLAND

SCOTLAND

WALES ENGLAND

Key:
Total Rainfall (mm)

100 –150

20 – 99

0 –19

N

0 100 km

NORTHERN
IRELAND

NORTHERN
IRELAND

 (ii) Describe the pattern of rainfall shown. Use figures in your answer. [3]
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  Study Figure 2.3.

 (iv) Select an appropriate technique from the table below to show the rainfall total and 
typical January rainfall in Figure 2.3. [1] 

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

Figure 2.3 – Rainfall totals from Storm Christoph for some UK places

Place
Rainfall total, 

18–20 January 
2021(mm)

Typical
January

rainfall (mm)

% typical
January

rainfall from 
Storm 

Christoph

Derwent Bridge, County Durham 86.6   75.3 115

Sale, Greater Manchester 76.6   77.2

Nantwich, Cheshire 59.2   61.9 96

Denton, Greater Manchester 78.2   82.8 94

Myerscough, Lancashire 87.0   96.8 90

Rochdale, Greater Manchester 98.6 112.2 88

Ruthin, Clwyd (Wales) 65.6   75.1 87

Westerdale, North Yorkshire 66.4   77.1 86

 (iii) Calculate the percentage (%) of typical January rainfall recorded at Sale, Greater 
Manchester during Storm Christoph. Show your working in the box below. [2] 

Answer:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . %

Technique Tick (√)

Two line graphs – one for rainfall and one for typical January rainfall

Pie charts for each location

A scatter graph with a line of best fit

A bar chart with two bars for each location

(C112U10-1)
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 (v) Explain why your chosen technique is the most appropriate. [2]

 

 

 

 

 (vi) Storm Christoph caused widespread flooding in the UK. Give one reason why 
heavy rainfall causes flash flooding. [2]

 

 

 

 

 (b) (i) Areas of high pressure (anticyclones) bring different weather conditions to the UK. 
Complete the sentences below by adding the correct words from the box. [4]

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

heats quickly              heavy rain              unstable              clockwise              dry

cools quickly              frost              anti-clockwise              wet              quickly

  Air moves . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . during an anticyclone in the UK. In summer, 

the weather during an anticyclone is usually . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

  At night in winter, the ground . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . and there

  may be . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

(C112U10-1)
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  (ii) Choose an extreme high pressure weather event outside the UK you have 

studied. Explain the impacts on different groups of people. [6]

   Location of event studied:   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 Additional space for Question 2(b)(ii) only:
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 (c) Physical processes create distinctive river landscapes in the UK. Study Figure 2.4.

Figure 2.4 – Some distinctive river landscapes

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

  Erosion is the most important physical process in the formation of distinctive river 
landscapes in the UK, such as those shown in Figure 2.4. How far do you agree? [8]

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Meander

V-shaped valley

Estuary

Waterfall
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 Additional space for Question 2(c) only:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End of Question 2
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Theme 3: Environmental Challenges

Answer all questions.

3. (a) (i) Many hot semi-arid areas suffer from desertification. Choose the correct terms 
from the box below to complete some definitions linked to desertification. [4]

microclimate            transpiration             interception            evaporation

evapotranspiration            precipitation            macroclimate            desiccation

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . is the process where water changes from liquid to vapour. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  is the process where water is trapped by plants.

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  is the process where water is lost to the atmosphere from 

the surface and from plants. 

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . is the pattern of temperature and rainfall affecting a small 

area. 

 (ii) Describe two ways human activity damages hot semi-arid areas. [4]

  1.  

  

 

 

  2.  
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 (iii) Work to reduce desertification is often done through Non-Government 

Organisations (NGOs). Explain one advantage and one disadvantage of this for 
the local community. [4]

  Advantage:  

  

 

 

  Disadvantage:  
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 (b) Study Figure 3.1. 

Figure 3.1 – Scatter graph showing life expectancy
and people’s access to safe water for some countries

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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 (i) Draw the line of best fit onto Figure 3.1 to show the relationship between the two 
variables.  [2]

 (ii) Give one conclusion about the relationship between life expectancy and access 
to safe water shown in Figure 3.1. [1]
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 (iii) Explain why a lack of water security has a negative economic impact.  [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (c) Study Figure 3.2. 

Figure 3.2 – Location of Lake Mead in the USA

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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 (i) Describe the location of Lake Mead in the USA.  [2]
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  Study Figure 3.3

Figure 3.3 – Changes in the water level of Lake Mead
at the Hoover Dam from 2000 to 2021

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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 (ii) Describe the changes in water level at the Hoover Dam from 2000 to 2021.

  You should use figures in your answer.  [3]
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 (d) The USA Government decided to reduce water supplies from the Colorado River to 
parts of the USA and Mexico from 2022. Study Figure 3.4.

Figure 3.4.
 

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

Fact Box
• The Colorado River flows 

through Lake Mead and 
provides water to nearly 

 40 million people.
• There has been a drought 

since 2000.
• From 2022 the states of 

Arizona will lose 18%, and 
Nevada 7%, of their water 
supply from the Colorado 
River.

• The country of Mexico, a NIC, 
will lose 5% of its supply of 
water from the Colorado River.

• Farmers will be severely 
affected.

November 1998 July 2013November 1998 July 2013

Water levels at the Hoover Dam
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  How far do you agree that reducing water supply taken from the Colorado River is the 
most effective solution to manage this water crisis? [8]

  You should refer to Figure 3.2, Figure 3.3 and Figure 3.4 in your answer.
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 Additional space for Question 3(d) only:

 

 

 

 

 

 

End of Question 3

END OF PAPER
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