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Hinduism

The typical assumption in the Hindu tradition is that every living body is matched by

a soul (sometimes called atman and sometimes purusa, or else cit or consciousness).
However, in Advaita Vedanta the identity between the Divine Being and the Self is

taken strictly. Consequently we all, so to speak, share the same Self. It is our limited view
or projection which causes us to see separate selves. It is like a light seen through a
colander. It looks like many lights when it is in fact only one. Advaita in this way shows an
affinity to Buddhism, in that the latter has many individual consciousnesses but none are
permanent; so at the lower or empirical level of truth we have a host of transmigrating
individuals, lacking permanence.

Apart from karmic linkage between lives, it is assumed that yogis can by the process
of purifying their consciousness remember previous lives. Spiritual leaders are held
also to have other paranormal powers, such as telepathy and the ability to read others’
minds. In regard to rebirth, arguments other than appeal to putative memory are used,
mostly empirical — notably the occurrence of child geniuses, apparently paranormal
recognitions, and so on.

The most important ontological divide in the Indian tradition is between the permanent
and the impermanent. Advaitins interestingly define the illusory as that which is
impermanent. But even the rest of the tradition, which takes the impermanent to be real,
sees the distinction to be vital. This introduces a difference from Western distinctions. It
means that in the Hindu schools the consciousness or self, which is permanent, is sharply
distinguished from the psychophysical organism.

(Source: Smart, N.‘Hinduism’in Quinn P. and Taliaferro C. (eds),
A Companion to Philosophy of Religion, Blackwell Publishing Ltd. 2002, Edexcel Anthology)

1 (a) Examine the argument and/or interpretation in the passage.

(b) Do you agree with the idea(s) expressed? Justify your point of view and discuss its
implications for understanding religion and human experience.

(Total for Question 1 = 50 marks)

Start your answer on Page 3.
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