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SECTION A

Geographical Research

Answer one of the following questions, either Question 1 or Question 2 or Question 3.

Either

1 (a) Fig. 1 is a sketch map drawn by a student investigating infiltration rates on different rock 
types. It shows the planned sample points.

  (i) Assess the effectiveness of this map in showing the location of the investigation.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................
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 ...................................................................................................................................... [5]
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  (ii) Explain the advantages of using a photograph to locate this investigation compared to 
using a sketch map.

 ...........................................................................................................................................
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 (b) Evaluate the use of isopleth (isoline) maps to show data patterns.
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 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................
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Or

2 (a) Fig. 2 shows a Spearman’s Rank calculation used in a beach investigation to analyse two 
sets of data.

  Use the data given to interpret the result of the analysis.

 ...................................................................................................................................................
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 (b) Evaluate the use of statistical techniques in the data analysis of investigations.
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 ............................................................................................................................................ [10]



7

Turn over© OCR 2017

 (c) Outline how data collected in an investigation can be made more reliable.

 ...................................................................................................................................................
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Or

3 (a) Fig. 3 is a graph used to present data collected in an investigation into urban traffic congestion. 

  Assess the effectiveness of using this graphical technique to present this traffic data.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................
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 (b) What factors should be considered when selecting a data collection technique?

 ...................................................................................................................................................
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 (c) Evaluate the role of secondary data in an investigation.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................
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SECTION B

Geographical Investigation

Answer both of the following questions. You should base your answers on geographical 
investigation(s) undertaken during your A level course.

4 ‘A pilot study is vital to ensure the success of a geographical investigation.’ How far do you agree 
that this statement was true for your investigation? [20]

 State the title of the investigation.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................
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 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................
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 ..........................................................................................................................................................
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5 To what extent did the conclusions of your investigation answer the original question or hypothesis? 
Explain your answer. [20]

 State the title of the investigation.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................
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ADDITIONAL ANSWER SPACE

If additional answer space is required, you should use the following lined page(s). The question 
number(s) must be clearly shown in the margin(s).
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