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evaluative skills (for 40% of the marks).

Turn over

PEARSON




Judaism

One of the basic contributions of Judaism to the Western religious tradition is that one
worships God through decent, humane, and moral relations with one’s fellows. (As

the later rabbis were to put it, God is ideally worshipped in three ways: study of Torah,
sacrifice and prayer, and acts of lovingkindness.) In other words, whatever morality might
be, its basis is in God’s will. God can be no more irrelevant to morality than he can be for
religion. The basis for this demand that God makes upon his creatures to treat each other
properly is the biblical teaching that man is created in the image of God.

Since human beings are created in the image of God, it is obvious that one achieves the
highest possible level of perfection or self-realisation by becoming as similar to God as
humanly possible. This is the basis for what may be the single most important ethical
doctrine of the Hebrew Bible, that of imitatio Dei, the imitation of God.

(Source: Kellner, M. Jewish Ethics’in Singer, P. (ed.)
A Companion to Ethics, Blackwell Publishing Ltd., 2001, Edexcel Anthology)

1 (a) Examine the argument and/or interpretation in the passage.

(b) Do you agree with the idea(s) expressed? Justify your point of view and discuss its
implications for understanding religion and human experience.

(Total for Question 1 = 50 marks)

Start your answer on Page 3.
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