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General Marking Guidance 

 
 

• All candidates must receive the same treatment. Examiners must mark the 
first candidate in exactly the same way as they mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be rewarded for 
what they have shown they can do rather than penalised for omissions. 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not according to their 
perception of where the grade boundaries may lie. 

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark scheme should be 
used appropriately. 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. Examiners 
should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the 
mark scheme. Examiners should also be prepared to award zero marks if the 
candidate’s response is not worthy of credit according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the principles 
by which marks will be awarded and exemplification may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the mark scheme to 
a candidate’s response, the team leader must be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has replaced it  
with an alternative response. 



Paper 4: Study of Religion, Option 4B: Christianity – June 2019 
Mark scheme 

Question 
number 

Answer 

1 8 marks AO1 
 
AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge, understanding 
and specialist language and terminology when responding to the question. 

 
Candidates may refer to the following. 
• Scripture assumes the personhood of God in the use of personal pronouns. 
• God, as the author of personhood in the created universe, cannot be less than 

personal Himself. 
• Christianity has ascribed to God a range of attributes such as love, 

trustworthiness and purpose which have strong personal associations. 
• The Christian act of prayer demonstrates that God experiences relationships 

with other persons or self-conscious beings. 
• God is identified by Christians as being endowed with rationality, self- 

consciousness, and volition which are qualities associated with being a person. 

 
Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1–2 • A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 
• Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key 

religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1). 
• Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs 

(AO1). 
Level 2 3–5 • A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected, most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies 
(AO1). 

• Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key 
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1). 

• Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of 
understanding (AO1). 

Level 3 6–8 • A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 
throughout (AO1). 

• Knowledge and uunderstanding addresses a broad range of key 
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1). 

• Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a 
depth of understanding (AO1). 



Question 
number 

Indicative content 

2 4 marks AO1, 8 marks AO2 
 
AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation. 
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
using specialist language and terminology when responding to the question, 
and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below. 

 
Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1. 
• Many New Religious Movements arose from various forms of American 

revivalism at end of 19th/beginning of 20th century. 
• They tend to be identifiable as an off shoot of mainstream religious groups. 
• They are often led by a strong charismatic leader. 

 
AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and 
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be 
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding. 

 
Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2. 
• Because New Religious Movements often adopt a distinctive teaching they 

tend to be marked out as significantly different from mainstream groups. 
• A New Religious Movement may be seen as a reaction to culture or events 

because of the time and/or context in which it arose. 
• If a New Religious Movement continues to grow and become established in a 

society, therefore it may become a mainstream denomination such as 
Pentecostalism. 

• On the other hand some clearly do become well established, and yet retain 
their New Religious Movement characteristics. 

 
Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain 
marks beyond the top of Level 1. 



 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1–4 • A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 
• Information/issues are identified (AO2). 
• Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AO2). 

Level 2 5–8 • A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies 
(AO1). 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simplistic 
chain of reasoning (AO2). 

• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made 
(AO2). 

Level 3 9–12 • A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 
throughout (AO1). 

• Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent 
and logical chains of reasoning (AO2). 

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 
elements in the question (AO2). 



 

Question 
number 

Indicative content 

3(a) 10 marks AO1 
 
AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge, understanding 
and specialist language and terminology when responding to the question. 

 
Candidates may refer to the following. 
• Hick posits that God’s forgiveness can no more be thought to be dependent on 

a sacrifice than on a ransom payment or vicarious penalty. 
• Hick believes that even if some reparation or penance is appropriate in respect 

of human wrong-doing, it is a mistake to treat the eternal God as just another 
individual equally subject to harm, and thus needing redress. 

• Hick uses, in support of his view of atonement, the example of the father not 
requiring reparation or penance in the parable of the Lost Son. 

• Hick takes the position that God forgives wrongdoings when individuals 
forgive those who do wrong to them and so there is no question of an atoning 
sacrifice being necessary. 

• Transformation is what salvation is all about, and to make this happen does 
not require a sacrificial atonement. 

• For Hick the atonement doctrine does not arise when the incarnation of Jesus 
is understood as a metaphorical idea. 

 
Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1–3 • A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 
• Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is superficial 

(AO1). 
• Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious ideas 

and beliefs with some inaccuracies that are not directly linked to the extract 
(AO1). 

Level 2 4–6 • A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, most 
of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

• Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is detailed, 
however it is not fully developed (AO1). 

• Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious ideas 
and beliefs and are linked in most cases to reference from the extract (AO1). 

Level 3 7–10 • A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are carefully 
selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained throughout (AO1). 

• Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is detailed and 
fully developed (AO1). 

• Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious ideas 
and beliefs and are fully linked to references from the extract (AO1). 



Question 
number 

Indicative content 

3(b) 5 marks AO1, 15 marks AO2 
 
AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation. 
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
using specialist language and terminology when responding to the question, 
and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below. 

 
Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1. 
• Hick rejects traditional Christian theories of the doctrine of atonement. 
• Hick sees atonement as a transformational conception of salvation. 
• Hick, whilst not denying the historicity of the death of Jesus, does not accept 

the functional aspect of the crucifixion. 
 
AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and 
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be 
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding. 

 
Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2. 
• A strength of Hick’s approach is that salvation has a positive focus of 

transformation, therefore it has less of a negative focus grounded in guilt 
associated with ransom and penal atonement. 

• Hick’s focus on a salvation that is achievable by all, not just Christians, is seen 
as a strength because it is ultimately grounded in transformation, which Hick 
argues is common to all religions. 

• Hick’s proposal of a transformational theory is seen as a strength because 
Jesus's life, death, and resurrection paint a compelling moral picture that helps 
lift mankind out of self-centeredness to an ego-transcending reality 
centeredness. 

• A strength of Hick’s focus of the atonement is not Satan or God as in 
transaction atonement theories but the individual believer seeking wholeness, 
‘at-one-ment’ with God. 

• Hick refutes the traditional orthodox views of the atonement such as Anselm’s 
satisfaction approach so therefore this is perceived by some as a weakness of 
his position. 

• A significant weakness with Hick’s views is that many traditional Christians 
claim that they undermine Christianity because he does not believe that Jesus 
was the Son of God. 

 
Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain 
marks beyond the top of Level 1. 



Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1–4 • A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 
• Information/issues are selected (AO2). 
• Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the 

question (AO2). 
• Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2). 

Level 2 5–8 • A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 
selected, some of which are used appropriately with some 
inaccuracies (AO1). 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO2). 
• Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the 

question (AO2). 
• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made 

with little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 
Level 3 9–12 • A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected, most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies 
(AO1). 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simple 
chain of reasoning (AO2). 

• Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the 
question (AO2). 

• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made, 
which are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 

Level 4 13–16 • A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 
carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and 
accurately throughout (AO1). 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and 
logical chains of reasoning (AO2). 

• Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question 
(AO2). 

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all 
elements in the question, which are supported by the appraisal of 
some evidence (AO2). 

Level 5 17–20 • A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 
throughout (AO1). 

• Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent 
and logical chains of reasoning (AO2). 

• Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question 
(AO2). 

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 
elements in the question, which are fully supported by the 
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AO2). 



Question 
number 

Indicative content 

4 5 marks AO1, 25 marks AO2 
 

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation. Candidates will be 
required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding using specialist language and terminology 
when responding to the question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below. 

 
Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1. 

• The Bible for many Christians is a major source through which God reveals who and what he is 
and does. 

• Natural theology for some Christians is an understanding that God who made the world can be 
known through the world that was created. 

• The separation of theology into natural and revealed components has its roots in the teaching 
and writings of Thomas Aquinas. 

 
AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and evaluative skills to 
address the question. Such responses will be underpinned by their use of knowledge and 
understanding. 

 
Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2. 

• Natural theology refers to a knowledge of God acquired from God's revelation of himself in 
nature and therefore indicates a connection between revelation and natural theology. 

• In our modern, science-informed culture, merely referring to revealed theology in the Bible as 
justification for what one believes will never be sufficient; a rational person, in endorsing a 
belief as true will also need the arguments of natural theology in order to justify reliance on a 
specific religious revelation in the first place – and therefore a close relationship between the 
two is considered necessary. 

• Deists relied only on natural theology for their knowledge of God and therefore excluded 
dependence on revealed theology which is in stark contrast with the Reformation and the 
apparent call for the complete adherence to sola scriptura. 

• Revealed theology contrasts with natural theology as it deals with many topics which are 
beyond the scope of natural theology, such as the mysteries of the Trinity and the Atonement. 

• Natural theology lends support to revelation theology in that God's revealed word is not 
confined to the mysteries of the Faith, but deals also with matters which fall within the scope of 
rational investigation and consequently, the doctrines of the Faith are in full agreement with 
what may be learned about God from the data which natural knowledge supplies. 

• The distinction between natural theology and revealed theology reflects the distinction 
between faith and reason and therefore these become open to philosophical investigation (this 
shows links to Philosophy of Religion). 

• In terms of morals: natural theology (which includes natural law) addresses what may be 
known about divine worship and human ethics through creation and providence by means of 
natural reason therefore confirming and supporting teachings found in the Bible (this shows 
links to Religion and Ethics). 

• The Bible, in both the Old Testament and the New Testament, teaches that a basic 
understanding of God can be gained from the natural world because for example the apostle 
Paul argues that we can see ‘his eternal power and divine nature’ (this shows links to New 
Testament Studies). 

 
Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks beyond the top of Level 
1. 

 
Candidates who do not show links with another area of their course of study will not be able to gain marks 
beyond the top of Level 4. 



Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–6 • A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected but are 
unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

• Information/issues are identified (AO2). 
• Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the question (AO2). 
• Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2). 
• Judgements made with no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 
• Conclusions are provided but are simplistic and/or generic (AO2). 

Level 2 7–12 • A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, some of 
which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO2). 
• Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the question (AO2). 
• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made (AO2). 
• Judgements made with little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 
• Conclusions are provided, which loosely draw together ideas but with little or no attempt 

to justify (AO2). 
Level 3 13–18 • A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, most of which 

are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 
• Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simplistic chain of reasoning 

(AO2). 
• Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the question (AO2). 
• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made (AO2). 
• Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 
• Conclusions are provided, which logically draw together ideas and are partially justified 

(AO2). 
Level 4 19–24 • A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are carefully selected, 

most of which are used appropriately and accurately throughout (AO1). 
• Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and logical chains of 

reasoning (AO2). 
• Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question (AO2). 
• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of elements in the 

question (AO2). 
• Reasoned judgments are supported by the appraisal of some evidence (AO2). 
• Convincing conclusions are provided which fully and logically draw together ideas and are 

partially justified (AO2). 
Level 5 25-30 • A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are carefully selected and 

used appropriately, accurately and sustained throughout (AO1). 
• Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and logical chains 

of reasoning (AO2). 
• Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question (AO2). 
• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of elements in the 

question (AO2). 
• Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the comprehensive appraisal of evidence 

(AO2). 
• Convincing conclusions are provided which fully and logically draw together ideas and are 

fully justified (AO2). 
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