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Instructions

• Use black ink or ball-point pen.

• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,  
centre number and candidate number.

• There are three sections in this question paper. Answer all the questions in  
each section.

• Answer the questions in the spaces provided  
– there may be more space than you need.

Information

• The total mark for this paper is 80. 

• The marks for each question are shown in brackets 
– use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

Advice

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.

• Check your answers if you have time at the end.

You do not need any other materials.

Religious Studies
Advanced
Paper 4: Study of Religion
Option 4D: Islam

Paper Reference 9RS0/4DMorning (Time: 2 hours)
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SECTION A

Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.

1 Explore key emphases of two of the Six Beliefs.
(8)
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(Total for Question 1 = 8 marks)
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2 Assess the significance of the Night of Power for Muhammad.
(12)
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SECTION B

Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.

Read the following passage before answering the questions.

In the course of the last century or so women in a significant number of Arab 
countries have attained civil and political rights and virtually equal access to 
education, at least insofar as public policies are concerned; cultural prejudices, 
however (as in other parts of the world, Western and non-Western), and inadequate 
resources continue to hold back women’s education in some areas. Again, in a 
significant number of Arab countries women have gained or are gaining entry 
into virtually all the professions, from teaching and nursing to medicine, law, and 
engineering. Developments in these matters have occurred at slightly different rates 
in different countries, but broadly speaking, most Middle Eastern nations have moved 
or are moving toward adopting the Western political language of human and political 
rights and toward according these rights to women as well as to men.

(Source: extract from Women and Gender in Islam, Ahmed, L., Yale 
University Press 1992, Edexcel Anthology)

3 (a) Clarify the points made in relation to women.

  You must refer to the passage in your response.
(10)
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9

 

 

 (b) Analyse the significant challenges facing Islam in the modern world.
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SECTION C

Write your answer in the space provided.

4 Evaluate the significant characteristics of Sufism and the responses to these from 
other Muslims.

 In your response to this question, you must include how developments in Islam have 
been influenced by one of the following:

• Philosophy of Religion
• Religion and Ethics
• New Testament Studies.
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(Total for Question 4 = 30 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION C = 30 MARKS 
TOTAL FOR PAPER = 80 MARKS
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Every effort has been made to contact copyright holders to obtain their permission for the use of copyright  
material. Pearson Education Ltd. will, if notified, be happy to rectify any errors or omissions and include any  
such rectifications in future editions.


