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General Marking Guidance 

  

  

                     All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners 

must mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they mark 

the last. 

            Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be 
rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than penalised 
for omissions. 

                     Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not 

according to their perception of where the grade boundaries may lie. 

                     There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 
scheme should be used appropriately. 

            All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 
Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the 

answer matches the mark scheme.  Examiners should also be 
prepared to award zero marks if the candidate’s response is not 

worthy of credit according to the mark scheme. 

             Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide 
the principles by which marks will be awarded and exemplification 
may be limited. 

                     When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the 
mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must be 
consulted. 

                     Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has 

replaced it with an alternative response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Paper 4: Study of Religion, Option 4C: Hinduism – Mark scheme                                                             
 

Question 

number 

Answer 

1 8 marks AO1 

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge, understanding 

and specialist language and terminology when responding to the question. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following. 

 Rama is an avatar of Lord Vishnu. 

 He represents perfect dharma in action. 

 His mythical exploits are recorded in the Ramayana. 

 The re-enactment of myths associated with Rama is a form of bhakti worship. 

 He is an example of a perfect husband to Sita. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–2  A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs 

(AO1). 

Level 2 3–5  A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs (AO1). 

 Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of understanding 

(AO1). 

Level 3 6–8  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs (AO1). 

 Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth 

of understanding (AO1). 

 
  



 

Question 

number 

Indicative content 

2 4 marks AO1, 8 marks AO2 

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation. 

Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 

using specialist language and terminology when responding to the 

question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1. 

 

 The Indus Valley Civilization began about 4,600 years ago. 

 It was one of the first major urban centres to emerge in the ancient world. 

 Towns and cities were planned in great detail. 

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and 

evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be 

underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2. 

 Many of the links made between the Indus Valley Civilization and modern 

Hinduism are open to speculation because problems of credibility. 

 The centrality of ritual cleansing with water in modern Hinduism may arguably 

have had its origins in this civilization. 

 Female figurines have been found in the Indus Valley, therefore there may be a 

link to the use of murtis and goddess worship in modern Hinduism. 

 The worship of Shiva Mahayogi and Shiva Pasupati is important because it may 

represent a clear continuity of worship relating to the deity known as Proto-

Shiva found on a seal found in the Indus Valley. 

 

 

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks 

beyond the top of Level 1. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–4  A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

 Information/issues are identified (AO2). 

 Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AO2). 

Level 2 5–8  A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues which lead to a simplistic chain 

of reasoning (AO2). 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made 

(AO2). 

Level 3 9–12  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

 Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent 

and logical chains of reasoning (AO2). 

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 

elements in the question (AO2). 

 

 



Question 

number 

Indicative content 

3(a) 10 marks AO1 

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding and specialist language and terminology when responding 

to the question. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following. 

 The passage summarises Sankara’s concept of the two levels of truth. 

 The passage highlights the idea that in Advaita Vedanta the individual 

(jivatman) and the Divine Being (paramatman) are identical. 

 The lower level of truth, wherein the Self is experienced as individual is 

paralleled with Buddhist ideas of individual consciousness. 

 The passage alludes to the samsaric cycle of reincarnation. 

 The passage comments on the typical Hindu assumption that matter (the body 

or prakriti) is separate from spirit (the atman or purusha). 

 Light being viewed through a colander is paralleled in the concept of 

anekantavada. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–3  A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is 

superficial (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies that are not directly linked to the 

extract (AO1). 

Level 2 4–6  A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is 

detailed, however it is not fully developed (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs and are linked in most cases to reference from the 

extract (AO1). 

Level 3 7–10  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is detailed 

and fully developed (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs and are fully linked to references from the extract (AO1). 



Question 

number 

Indicative content 

3(b) 5 marks AO1, 15 marks AO2 

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation. 

Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 

using specialist language and terminology when responding to the 

question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1. 

 Brahman is considered to be the Divine Being or Impersonal Absolute. 

 The atman, or jiva, is the non-physical self or soul. 

 There are many different schools of thought in Hinduism considering the nature 

of these entities and their interaction. 
 

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and 

evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be 

underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2. 

 Many Hindus such as Shankara, in Advaita Vedanta, are monists and therefore 

consider atman and Brahman to be ultimately identical. 

 

 Such Advaita thinking raised many philosophical and theological questions 

because concepts such as the autonomy of the soul and the threat to oneness 

posed by the existence of samsara remain problematic. 

 

 Hindus who follow the Vishishtadvaita Vedanta thinking of Ramanuja consider 

atmans to be individually autonomous entities which must, therefore, 

ultimately enter into a loving co-union with the Divine Being. 

 

 The eventual relationship between the atman and Brahman beyond samsara, 

be it moksha or mukti is, therefore, dependent upon one’s ontological starting 

point. 

 

 The various models regarding the interaction between atman and Brahman all 

raise the issue of the nature of creation and the transcendence of Brahman. 

 

 The relationship between atman and Brahman continues to divide Hindu 

theologians and philosophers because it continues to evolve and is one reason 

for its great diversity. 



 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–4  A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

 Information/issues are selected (AO2). 

 Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the 

question (AO2). 

 Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2). 

Level 2 5–8  A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies 

(AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO2). 

 Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the question 

(AO2). 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made with 

little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 

Level 3 9–12  A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simple chain of 

reasoning (AO2). 

 Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the 

question (AO2). 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made, 

which are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 

Level 4 13–16  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and accurately 

throughout (AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and logical 

chains of reasoning (AO2). 

 Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question 

(AO2). 

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of 

elements in the question, which are supported by the appraisal of some 

evidence (AO2). 

Level 5 17–20  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

 Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent 

and logical chains of reasoning (AO2). 

 Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question 

(AO2). 

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 

elements in the question, which are fully supported by the 

comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AO2). 

  



 

Question 

number 

Indicative content 

4 5 marks AO1, 25 marks AO2 

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation. 

Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 

using specialist language and terminology when responding to the question, 

and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1. 

 Dayananda Saraswati was born in Gujerat in 1824. 

 He founded the Arya Samaj in 1875. 

 He formulated the system of ideas called Traitavada. 

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and 

evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be underpinned 

by their use of knowledge and understanding. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2. 

 

 Dayananda rejected apologetics which he saw at work in the 

Brahmo Samaj because he considered it to be  capitulating to 

Christianity and called, instead, for a strident assertion of the 

primacy of the Vedic tradition by Hindus. 

 As a reformer he rejected many elements of contemporary Hindu 

worship, such as idol worship and pilgrimage and, therefore, 

dismissed them as non-Hindu accretions. 

 His rejection of caste based on birth rather than merit had 

considerable influence in the thinking of many modern Hindus, 

especially because it was backed up by Vedic authority. 

 The association of Dayananda’s ideas with more orthodox political 

movements, such as the Hindu Mahasabha, could be argued to 

have strengthened the growth of Hindu nationalism in recent years. 

 Shuddhi, the rite of purification offered to those Hindus who had 

converted to Buddhism, Islam and Christianity if they returned to 

the faith was an important social statement.  

 

 His rejection of such social practices as child marriage and 

discrimination against women was important because they were 

influential in attempts to reform and modernise Hinduism. (This 

shows links to Ethics.) 

 

 Because of his assertive standpoint he brought about a new sense 

of self-confidence within Hinduism in the face of the criticisms of 

Western rationalism and Christianity. (This shows links to 

Philosophy of Religion.) 

 

 The founding of the Arya Samaj has had a distinct effect on modern 

Hinduism because its members consider all humans to be equal. 

(This shows links to New Testament Studies.) 

 

 

 

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks 

beyond the top of Level 1. 

 

Candidates who do not show links with another area of their course of study will not be 

able to gain marks beyond the top of Level 4. 



 

 
 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–6  A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

 Information/issues are identified (AO2). 

 Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the question 

(AO2). 

 Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2). 

 Judgements made with no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 

 Conclusions are provided but are simplistic and/or generic (AO2). 

Level 2 7–12  A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies 

(AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO2). 

 Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the question 

(AO2). 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made (AO2). 

 Judgements made with little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 

 Conclusions are provided, which loosely draw together ideas but with little or 

no attempt to justify (AO2). 

Level 3 13–18  A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues which lead to a simplistic chain of 

reasoning (AO2). 

 Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the question 

(AO2). 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made (AO2). 

 Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 

 Conclusions are provided, which logically draw together ideas and are 

partially justified (AO2). 

Level 4 19–24  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are carefully 

selected, most of which are used appropriately and accurately throughout 

(AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and logical 

chains of reasoning (AO2). 

 Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question (AO2). 

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of 

elements in the question (AO2). 

 Reasoned judgements are supported by the appraisal of some evidence 

(AO2). 

 Convincing conclusions are provided, which fully and logically draw together 

ideas and are partially justified (AO2). 

Level 5 25–30  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are carefully 

selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained throughout (AO1). 

 Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and 

logical chains of reasoning (AO2). 

 Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question (AO2). 

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of elements 

in the question (AO2). 

 Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the comprehensive appraisal of 

evidence (AO2). 

 Convincing conclusions are provided, which fully and logically draw together 

ideas and are fully justified (AO2). 
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