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General Marking Guidance 

  

  

                     All candidates must receive the same 

treatment.  Examiners must mark the first candidate in 

exactly the same way as they mark the last. 

            Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates 
must be rewarded for what they have shown they can do 
rather than penalised for omissions. 

                     Examiners should mark according to the mark 

scheme not according to their perception of where the 
grade boundaries may lie. 

                     There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the 

mark scheme should be used appropriately. 

            All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be 
awarded. Examiners should always award full marks if 
deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark 

scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to award zero 
marks if the candidate’s response is not worthy of credit 

according to the mark scheme. 

             Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will 
provide the principles by which marks will be awarded and 
exemplification may be limited. 

                     When examiners are in doubt regarding the 

application of the mark scheme to a candidate’s response, 
the team leader must be consulted. 

                     Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the 
candidate has replaced it with an alternative response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Paper 4: Study of Religion, Option 4D: Islam –Mark Scheme                                                

  
 

Question 

number 

Indicative content 

 

1 8 marks AO1 

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge, understanding 

and specialist language and terminology when responding to the question. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following. 

 The key features of sawm may be explored. 

 Sawm is commanded by Allah as one of the five pillars. 

 Sawm demonstrates willingness to endure discomfort in showing devotion to 

Allah. 

 Sawm is a key practice during Ramadan. 

 Sawm typifies corporate discipline. 

 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–2  A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs 

(AO1). 

Level 2 3–5  A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs (AO1). 

 Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of understanding 

(AO1). 

Level 3 6–8  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs (AO1). 

 Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth 

of understanding (AO1). 

  



 

Question 

number 

Indicative content 

2 4 marks AO1, 8 marks AO2 

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation. 

Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 

using specialist language and terminology when responding to the 

question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1. 

 A definition of Shari’a law may be given. 

 Shari’a is a system of legal guidance spanning fundamental Islamic sources  

conveying Allah’s moral law. 

 There are four major schools of Shari’a law in Sunni Islam and one within 

Shi’a Islam. 

 

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and 

evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be 

underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2. 

 Shari’a law is significant for Muslims because it provides the legal 

framework based on Islamic principles and hence enables Muslims to live 

morally as Allah requires. 

 It is important because of its range of influences across individual and 

public issues. 

 Reference may be made to case studies such as crime and punishment 

because these illustrate the characteristic principles. 

 It can be argued that the application of Shari’a law varies across Muslim 

countries because it is relative to the individual laws applicable to each 

country.  

 

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain 

marks beyond the top of Level 1. 

 

  



 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–4  A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

 Information/issues are identified (AO2). 

 Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AO2). 

Level 2 5–8  A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simplistic chain 

of reasoning (AO2). 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made 

(AO2). 

Level 3 9–12  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

 Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to coherent 

and logical chains of reasoning (AO2). 

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 

elements in the question (AO2). 

 
  



 

Question 

number 

Indicative content 

3(a) 10 marks AO1 

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding and specialist language and terminology when responding 

to the question. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following. 

 

 Ideas about jihad may be clarified within the context of the life of 

Muhammad. 

 Lesser and greater jihad have different causes and purposes. 

 Greater jihad has an emphasis upon inward purification as a means of 

fighting the nafs and ‘becoming spiritualised’. 

 Ramadan considers that ‘Allah wills the tension’ related to jihad so that a 

Muslim may show control, faith and humanity. 

 Ramadan’s views concerning the contrasts between personal spirituality and 

responsibilities towards injustice may be illustrated.    

 Jihad is reflected in the passage in striving for the ‘choice of good’.   

 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–3  A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is 

superficial (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies that are not directly linked to the 

extract (AO1). 

Level 2 4–6  A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is 

detailed, however it is not fully developed (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs and are linked in most cases to reference from the 

extract (AO1). 

Level 3 7–10  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is detailed 

and fully developed (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs and are fully linked to references from the extract (AO1). 

 

  



 

Question 

number 

 

3(b) 5 marks AO1, 15 marks AO2 

 

The exemplar used in this mark scheme is from the writings of Khadduri and 

these are specified in the Anthology.  

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and 

evaluation. Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding using specialist language and terminology when 

responding to the question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described 

below. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1. 

 Close attention may be paid to the key ideas and 

emphases in Khadduri’s work. 

 The differences between Makkan and Madinan suras 

relating to jihad may be described. 

 Sunni and Shi’a views have different emphases about 

jihad.  

 

 

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical 

and evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be 

underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2. 

 Islamic criticisms of the ‘People of the Book’ may constitute 

an important justification of jihad because of the belief that  

the monotheistic message from Allah has been distorted.  

 Khadduri’s argument is different from that of Ramadan 

because he emphasises the importance of the distinction 

between ‘peaceful means’ and ‘strife and warfare’ which is 

not part of Ramadan’s approach. 

 Khadduri believes that there are justifiable reasons for 

warfare and this is significant because of the different 

emphases in Ramadan’s writings.  

 Khadduri argues for jihad against non-believers but Ramadan differs 

because his main emphases are in the area of spirituality. 

 Jihad against believers who hold different views or those who renege 

from their faith may be analysed and this is important because 

Ramadan’s views are very different.  

 Both Ramadan and a range of Islamic groups share important 

similarities because of their criticism of the negative implications of 

violence and fanaticism.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to 

gain marks beyond the top of Level 1. 

 



 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–4  A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

 Information/issues are selected (AO2). 

 Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the 

question (AO2). 

 Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2). 

Level 2 5–8  A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies 

(AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO2). 

 Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the question 

(AO2). 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made with 

little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 

Level 3 9–12  A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simple chain of 

reasoning (AO2). 

 Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the 

question (AO2). 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made, 

which are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 

Level 4 13–16  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and accurately 

throughout (AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and logical 

chains of reasoning (AO2). 

 Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question 

(AO2). 

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of the 

elements in the question, which are supported by the appraisal of some 

evidence (AO2). 

Level 5 17–20  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

 Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to coherent 

and logical chains of reasoning (AO2). 

 Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question 

(AO2). 

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 

elements in the question, which are fully supported by the 

comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AO2). 

 

  



 

Question 

number 

Indicative content 

4 5 marks AO1, 25 marks AO2 

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation. 

Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding using specialist language and terminology when 

responding to the question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described 

below. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1. 

 Examples relating to the theological significance of 

Muhammad may be suggested. 

 The importance of Muhammad as the role model for Muslims 

may be described.  

 The ummah was established by Muhammad.    

 

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and 

evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be 

underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2. 

 Makkah continues to be significant to Muslims today because of its role in 

Salah and Hajj. 

 The Hijrah is important for the Muslim calendar because of its strategic 

role in Muhammad’s life and the development of Islam.  

 The fundamental importance of the revelations to Muhammad continue to 

be significant because they constitute the essence of the Quran. 

 Muhammad’s rejection of polytheism and apostasy shape Islamic beliefs 

and these are significant because they characterise Islamic identity. 

 The belief in Muhammad as the final Prophet is significant because this 

contrasts with the beliefs of Jews and Christians.  

 Islamic beliefs about revelation and faith may connect with philosophical 

views about the attributes of God and the nature of religious belief (This 

shows links with Philosophy of Religion). 

 Gender issues related to the life and work of Muhammad may connect with 

ethical discussions about sexual equality, including the treatment of 

women (This shows links with Religion and Ethics). 

 Islamic beliefs about the Person of Jesus contrast with those found in 

Christian writings. (This shows links with New Testament Studies).        

 

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain 

marks beyond the top of Level 1. 

 

Candidates who do not show links with another area of their course of study will 

not be able to gain marks beyond the top of Level 4. 

  



 

 
 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–6  A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

 Information/issues are identified (AO2). 

 Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the 

question (AO2). 

 Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2). 

 Judgements made with no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 

 Conclusions are provided but are simplistic and/or generic (AO2). 

Level 2 7–12  A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies 

(AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO2). 

 Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the question 

(AO2). 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made (AO2). 

 Judgements made with little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 

 Conclusions are provided, which loosely draw together ideas but with little 

or no attempt to justify (AO2). 

Level 3 13–18  A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simplistic chain of 

reasoning (AO2). 

 Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the 

question (AO2). 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made (AO2). 

 Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 

 Conclusions are provided, which logically draw together ideas and are 

partially justified (AO2). 

Level 4 19–24  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and accurately 

throughout (AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and logical 

chains of reasoning (AO2). 

 Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question 

(AO2). 

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of 

elements in the question (AO2). 

 Reasoned judgements are supported by the appraisal of some evidence 

(AO2). 

 Convincing conclusions are provided, which fully and logically draw together 

ideas and are partially justified (AO2). 

Level 5 25–30  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

 Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and 

logical chains of reasoning (AO2). 

 Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question 

(AO2). 

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of elements 

in the question (AO2). 

 Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the comprehensive appraisal 

of evidence (AO2). 

 Convincing conclusions are provided, which fully and logically draw together 

ideas and are fully justified (AO2). 
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