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INTRODUCTION 
 
This marking scheme was used by WJEC for the 2019 examination.  It was finalised after 
detailed discussion at examiners' conferences by all the examiners involved in the 
assessment.  The conference was held shortly after the paper was taken so that reference 
could be made to the full range of candidates' responses, with photocopied scripts forming 
the basis of discussion.  The aim of the conference was to ensure that the marking scheme 
was interpreted and applied in the same way by all examiners. 
 
It is hoped that this information will be of assistance to centres but it is recognised at the 
same time that, without the benefit of participation in the examiners' conference, teachers 
may have different views on certain matters of detail or interpretation. 
 
WJEC regrets that it cannot enter into any discussion or correspondence about this marking 
scheme. 
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AS RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 

MARKING INSTRUCTIONS 
 

 
Positive marking 
 
It should be remembered that candidates are writing under examination conditions and credit 
should be given for what the candidate writes, rather than adopting the approach of 
penalising him/her for any omissions. It should be possible for a very good response to 
achieve full marks and a very poor one to achieve zero marks. Marks should not be 
deducted for a less than perfect answer if it satisfies the criteria of the mark scheme.  
 
Exemplars in the mark scheme are only meant as helpful guides. Therefore, any other 
acceptable or suitable answers should be credited even though they are not actually stated 
in the mark scheme. 
 
Two main phrases are deliberately placed throughout each mark scheme to remind 
examiners of this philosophy. They are: 
 

• “Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points  should be 
credited.” 

• “This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.” 
 
Rules for Marking 
 

1. Differentiation will be achieved on the basis of candidates' response. 
 

2. No mark scheme can ever anticipate or include every possible detail or interpretation; 
examiners should use their professional judgement to decide whether a candidate's 
particular response answers the question in relation to the particular assessment 
objective. 

 
3. Candidates will often express their ideas in language different from that given in any 

mark scheme or outline. Positive marking therefore, on the part of examiners, will 
recognise and credit correct statements of ideas, valid points and reasoned 
arguments irrespective of the language employed. 

 
Banded mark schemes 
 
Banded mark schemes are divided so that each band has a relevant descriptor. The 
descriptor provides a description of the performance level for that band. Each band contains 
marks. Examiners should first read and annotate a candidate's answer to pick out the 
evidence that is being assessed in that question. Once the annotation is complete, the mark 
scheme can be applied. This is done as a two stage process. 
 
Banded mark schemes stage 1 – deciding on the band 
 
When deciding on a band, the answer should be viewed holistically. Beginning at the lowest 
band, examiners should look at the candidate's answer and check whether it matches the 
descriptor for that band. Examiners should look at the descriptor for that band and see if it 
matches the qualities shown in the candidate's answer. If the descriptor at the lowest band is 
satisfied, examiners should move up to the next band and repeat this process for each band 
until the descriptor matches the answer. 
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If an answer covers different aspects of different bands within the mark scheme, a ‘best fit’ 
approach should be adopted to decide on the band and then the candidate's response 
should be used to decide on the mark within the band. For instance, if a response is mainly 
in band 2 but with a limited amount of band 3 content, the answer would be placed in band 
2, but the mark awarded would be close to the top of band 2 as a result of the band 3 
content. 
 
Banded mark schemes stage 2 – deciding on the mark 
 
Once the band has been decided, examiners can then assign a mark. During standardising 
(at the Examiners’ marking conference), detailed advice from the Principal Examiner on the 
qualities of each mark band will be given. Examiners will then receive examples of answers 
in each mark band that have been awarded a mark by the Principal Examiner. Examiners 
should mark the examples and compare their marks with those of the Principal Examiner. 
 
When marking, examiners can use these examples to decide whether a candidate's 
response is of a superior, inferior or comparable standard to the example. Examiners are 
reminded of the need to revisit the answer as they apply the mark scheme in order to 
confirm that the band and the mark allocated is appropriate to the response provided. 
Indicative content is also provided for banded mark schemes. Indicative content is not 
exhaustive, and any other valid points must be credited. In order to reach the highest bands 
of the mark scheme a learner need not cover all of the points mentioned in the indicative 
content, but must meet the requirements of the highest mark band.  
 
Awarding no marks to a response 
 
Where a response is not creditworthy, that is it contains nothing of any relevance to the 
question, or where no response has been provided, no marks should be awarded. 
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 

Band Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions   30 marks 
 

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 
- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 

 
 
 
5 

25-30 marks 
• Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
• An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 
• The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  
• The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 

examples. 
• Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language /vocabulary in context. 
• Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
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19-24 marks 
• Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
• A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 
• The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  
• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 
• Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  
• Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
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13-18 marks 
• Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
• A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 
• The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  
• The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 

examples. 
• Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
• Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
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7-12 marks 
• Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  
• A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 
• Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  
• The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 

examples. 
• Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
• Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

 
 
1 

1-6 marks 
• Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 

relevance.  
• A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  
• Very limited accuracy within the response with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 
• The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and 

examples. 
• Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
• Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary 
• Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 

 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 
'knowledge in isolation' 

0 • No relevant information. 
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Band 
Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions  30 marks 

Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 
including their significance, influence and study. 

5 

25-30 marks 
 

• Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 
• A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the 

question set. 
• The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  
• Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning 

and/or evidence. 
• Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
• Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

4 

19-24 marks 
 

• Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 
• The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 
• The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  
• The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 
• Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
• Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

3 

13-18 marks 
 

• Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 
• Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been 

addressed. 
• The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  
• Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 
• Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
• Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

2 

7-12 marks 
 

• Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 
• A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. 
• Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  
• A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason 

and/or evidence. 
• Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
• Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

1 

1-6 marks 
 

• A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 
• Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 
• An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  
• Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 
• Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
• Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 

0 • No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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GCE RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 

SUMMER 2019 MARK SCHEME 
 

Unit 2 Section A: An Introduction to Religion and Ethics 
 

To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 
 
 

1. (a) Examine the primary and secondary precepts in Aquinas’ Natural Law.
 [AO1 30] 

 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 

 
• The Primary Precepts are based on the underpinning premise of ‘doing 

good and avoiding evil’. This is because if God created what is good (the 
Eternal Laws) then to achieve our telos of developing into the image of 
God, moral agents need to follow these Primary Precepts i.e. ‘Do Good 
and avoid evil’.  

• However, moral agents cannot see all of God’s eternal laws. They can 
see a reflection of them within either Divine Law or through the precepts 
of Natural Law. 

 
PRIMARY PRECEPTS 
• Aquinas firstly reasoned because humanity was created by God into a 

purposeful universe then humanity must also have been created with a 
set of God given end purposes - Aquinas called these purposes the five 
primary precepts. 

• The five deontological primary precepts are: 
• Preservation of Life: Preserve your life and those of the innocent. 
• Orderly living in Society: To live together in harmony. 
• Worship God: We all have a duty to worship our creator (God). 
• Education: Seek to understand the nature of God’s earth. 
• Reproduction: Of the human species. 
• The primary precepts act as a universal and permanent set of 

deontological rules that humanity must follow if they wish to achieve their 
telos of developing into the image of God. 

 
SECONDARY PRECEPTS 
• Aquinas reasoned from the above Primary Precepts you can create 

specific deontological ethical rules - known as secondary precepts.   
• Any action that breaks a Primary Precept is evil and thus takes a moral 

agent away from their telos of ‘becoming more like God’ and any action 
that supports/upholds a Primary Precept is good and thus helps a moral 
agent achieve their telos of ‘becoming more like God’. 

• From the above specific deontological rules can be created (secondary 
precepts) – candidates are likely to enhance this point by exemplifying 
their explanations. 

 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘Natural Law has more strengths than weaknesses’. 
Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 

 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 

 
• One possible line of argument that Natural Law has more strengths than 

weaknesses is that Natural Law can be applied the same to all people at 
all times i.e. it is universal. This is a good strength for Natural Law 
because everyone will be treated the same regardless of gender, race or 
culture etc.   

• This line of argument could be contested because of the following 
weakness: Aquinas’ Natural Law assumes that everyone is the same. 
Therefore, all moral agents have the same purpose in life.  However, this 
is an issue taken up by some philosophers, such as Gareth Moore.  He 
claims people are different, moral agents are affected by their culture and 
up-bringing. Therefore, it is unjust to judge all people universally when 
people are clearly different. 

• An alternative line of argument that Natural Law has more strengths than 
weaknesses is that Natural Law provides strong moral guidance. This is 
particularly needed as we live in a society that is in moral decline, as 
highlighted by academics like Lord Devlin.  Therefore, what society needs 
to improve morality is decisive and clear deontological moral ethic, like 
Natural Law, that everyone should follow.  

• However, this can be challenged because of the following weakness: 
society is now secular. Therefore, Natural Law can seem irrelevant 
because it is based on the idea that God created humanity. This is 
something that a secular society does not generally believe in anymore.  
A strength of this argument is that Natural Law is stuck in the past, 
enforcing centuries old views that are out of touch with 21st century 
society. 

• Another line of argument that Natural Law has more strengths than 
weaknesses is that Natural Law is all encompassing. Natural Law can be 
applied to all ethical situations, including modern ethical issues that are 
not covered in the Bible. This is because Natural Law's secondary 
precepts can be created by simply seeing if they break or uphold a 
primary precept. 

• The line of argument can be contested because of the following 
weakness: scripture is a more reliable approach to Christian ethics than 
Natural Law’s use of reason.  This is because human reason can be used 
wrongly, as Aquinas highlighted in his ‘apparent good’ theory. 

 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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2. (a) Explain Ethical Egoism. [AO1 30] 
 

Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 
 
• Ethical Egoism is a normative theory (i.e. it directs / guides ethical action). 

It claims that an action is moral if it is based on the self-interest of the 
agent.  It assumes that is it right for a person to pursue their own self-
interests. 

• This could be contrasted with altruism in order to make the definition 
clear. 

• Psychological Egoism is non-normative but purely descriptive. It observes 
that human nature is such that all our actions are motivated by self-
interest. 

• Ethical Egoism suggests how humans should act; Psychological Egoism 
observes how humans do in fact act. 

• In Ethical Egoism moral decisions should focus on the long-term rather 
than short-term interests of the agent, which may involve doing actions 
which appear altruistic but which ultimately benefit the agent. Candidates 
may offer a range of examples to illustrate this idea. 

• Ethical Egoism is not the same as being purely selfish – there is a clear 
difference between the character trait of selfishness and the ethical theory 
of Egoism as the right way to act. 

• Max Stirner rejects the concept of Ethical Egoism based purely on 
material gain (as defined by capitalism), as greed is only one part of the 
ego. An action is moral if it serves the interests of the individual in the 
broadest sense and does not restrict this to one aspect of the ego. 

• Max Stirner rejects the notion that Psychological Egoism presents 
because he thinks that we are all slaves to some ideology or abstract 
social construct (spook). 

• He sees each individual as unique, and claims that in order to develop 
one’s unique nature one should seek to be free of all spooks. 

• Ultimately the individual seeks ‘ownness’ (eigenheit) and becomes a 
person free from social constraints. A person can then appreciate their 
own uniqueness (einzig) and can be truly free to act. 

• Stirner argues for a ‘union of egoists’ in which each would cooperate with 
others out of mutual self-interest.  A moral action would therefore be one 
in which the individual cooperates freely with others because of their 
mutual interests. 

 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘Following Ethical Egoism inevitably leads to moral evil.’ [AO2 30] 
Evaluate this view.  

 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 

 
• A line of argument that following Ethical Egoism inevitably leads to moral 

evil is that Ethical Egoism encourages the pursuit of an individual’s own 
interests.  However, an individual’s pursuit of their own self-interest could 
lead to other individuals suffering e.g. a particular egoist’s pursuit could be 
for the selfish accumulation of money. However, there is only a limited 
amount of money within a society therefore as one individual accumulates 
money it means other individuals have less.  Therefore, Ethical Egoism 
could create the social injustice of poverty for some. 

• This line of argument could be contested because Stirner makes it clear 
that excessive concentration on material gain would just enslave the 
moral agent.  This is because the agent would just become a slave to 
capitalism; always trying to improve their bank balance at the sacrifice of 
developing and satisfying their own unique ego.  

• Another line of argument that following Ethical Egoism inevitably leads to 
moral evil is that Ethical Egoism encourages bigotry.  A bigot is a 
prejudiced person who is intolerant towards different groups of people. 
Bigots tend to believe their group is superior to other groups of people, 
therefore they divide people into themselves (and like-minded people) and 
others (people not like them). Ethical Egoism is a form of bigotry because 
it divides people e.g. ourselves and everyone else who I can use for my 
own pleasure.  

• This line of argument could be contested because Ethical Egoism is the 
only method for a moral agent to become who they uniquely are.  Stirner 
would argue the greatest moral evil would occur if the moral agent were to 
follow a moral framework (such as Natural Law) because they would then 
be sacrificing their own uniqueness and thus free will.      

• Another line of argument that following Ethical Egoism inevitably leads to 
moral evil is that Ethical Egoism will inevitably lead to the destruction of a 
community ethos. This is because moral agents will instead concentrate 
only upon their own self-interests and thus ignore community needs which 
rely on altruism. 

• This line of argument could be contested because Stirner still believes 
that people should still group together in small communities, which he 
called Union of Egoists. 

 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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