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HISTORY MARK SCHEME 
 

UNIT 2 
 

DEPTH STUDY 2 
 

REBELLION AND REPUBLIC, C. 1629-1660 
 
 

Part (a) 
 
Distribution of marks within each level for part (a), explaining the weighting for each assessment 
objective. 
 

 AO1 AO2a Total 

Level 1 1-2 marks 1-2 marks 4 

Level 2 3-4 marks 3-4 marks 8 

 
 
 
 
Marking guidance for examiners 
 
 
Deciding on the mark point within a level 
The first stage for an examiner is to decide the overall level and then whether the work represents 
high or low performance within the level.  
 
 
Quality of written communication 
This issue should have a bearing if the quality of written communication is inconsistent with the 
descriptor for the level in which the answer falls.  In this situation, this may mean not awarding the 
higher mark within the level. 
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ASSESSMENT GRID FOR PART (a) 
 
Target: AO1; AO2a  Total mark: 8 
 
Focus:  Recall, selection and deployment of appropriate historical knowledge in context; 

evaluation of source material 
 

Level Mark Descriptor 

  Award 0 for incorrect or incomplete answers. 

1 1-4 Generally for this level, candidates will recall some historical knowledge.  
They will show some evidence of understanding of the named issue.  
They will comprehend and extract some information from the source.  
Candidates will convey meaning with some clarity, although powers of 
expression may be limited; there will be some accuracy in spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 
 
Low Level 1: 1-2 marks 
Material seen is brief or very limited in scope; use of source is limited to 
comprehension; some meaning is conveyed with some accuracy in 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 
High Level 1: 3-4 marks 
Limited historical knowledge is deployed; use of source is limited to 
comprehension and extraction; answer has some coherence and 
accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar.  
 

2 5-8 Generally for this level, candidates will recall, select and deploy relevant 
historical knowledge.  They will show sound evidence of understanding 
of the named issue.  They will analyse and evaluate the source material 
in its historical context.  Candidates will communicate clearly with 
reasonable organisation and appropriate spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 
 
Low Level 2: 5-6 marks    
Mostly relevant historical knowledge recalled and selected; some 
analysis of both content and authorship of source; answer shows good 
organisation, structure and spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 
High Level 2: 7-8 marks    
Relevant historical knowledge recalled and selected; sound analysis of 
source and its context; answer is clearly expressed answers will be 
coherent, fluent and well-organised with good spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 
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INDICATIVE CONTENT FOR PART (a) 
 
NOTE: This content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to mention all the material 
referred to below.  Each answer will be assessed on its merits according to the generic mark 
scheme as well as the indicative content. 
 
 
QUESTION: 1(a) 
 

What does the author of Source E mean by the phrase “he and those 
who now negotiate with him are traitors”? 
 
Candidates are expected to use their own knowledge of the period to demonstrate understanding 
of the phrase and of the context in which it was made.  Candidates are expected to analyse both 
the content and the authorship of the source.  Some of the issues to consider may include: 
 

 the phrase refers to the duplicity of the King in 1647. 

 the King is not trusted by the radicals who warn that he will drag the country back into war. 

 the persistence of the moderators in negotiating with the King angered many in republican 
ranks. 

 the author offers his opinion about the actions of the King and that those moderate 
republicans who negotiate with him will lead to a renewal of war. 

 
 
QUESTION: 2(a) 
 

What does the author of Source B mean by the phrase “your Majesty 
now intends to employ Irish troops against our neighbours”? 
 
Candidates are expected to use their own knowledge of the period to demonstrate understanding 
of the phrase and of the context in which it was made.  Candidates are expected to analyse both 
the content and the authorship of the source.  Some of the issues to consider may include: 
 

 the phrase refers to the sense of betrayal felt by many of the King’s supporters in 
employing Catholic Irish troops in the royal armies early in the Civil War. 

 some of the King’s supporters are feeling threatened by their royalist ‘allies’. 

 the author suggests that some royalists have no trust in using Irish troops. 

 they appear to tolerate, however reluctantly, the Irish troops operating in Scotland but 
certainly not in England. 
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Part (b) 
 
Distribution of marks within each level for part (b), explaining the weighting for each 
assessment objective. 
 

 AO1 AO2a Total 

Level 1 1-3 marks 1-5 marks 8 

Level 2 4-6 marks 6-10 marks 16 

 
 
 
Marking guidance for examiners 
 
 
Deciding on the mark point within a level 
The first stage for an examiner is to decide the overall level and then whether the work represents 
high or low performance within the level.  
 
 
Quality of written communication 
This issue should have a bearing if the quality of written communication is inconsistent with the 
descriptor for the level in which the answer falls.  In this situation, this may mean not awarding the 
higher mark within the level. 
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ASSESSMENT GRID FOR PART (b) 
 
Target: AO1; AO2a  Total mark: 16 
 
Focus: Recall, selection and deployment of appropriate historical knowledge in context; analysis 
and evaluation of source material to discuss importance / significance 
 

Level Mark Descriptor 

  Award 0 for incorrect or incomplete answers. 

1 1-8 Generally for this level, candidates will recall and select limited historical 
knowledge.  They will show some understanding through explanation 
and analysis of the named issue.  They will comprehend and extract 
information from the sources in relation to the historical enquiry.  
Candidates will convey meaning with some clarity, although expression 
may be limited; there will be some accuracy in spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 
 
Low Level 1: 1-4 marks 
Some limited historical knowledge is recalled; very limited attempt to 
consider the importance / significance of the named issue; only 
comprehends and extracts from sources; some meaning is conveyed 
with some accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 
High Level 1: 5-8 marks 
Limited historical knowledge is recalled; weak attempt to assess the 
importance / significance of the named issue; comprehension of source 
material with limited analysis and evaluation;  answer has some 
coherence and accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 

2 9-16 Generally for this level, candidates will recall, select and deploy relevant 
historical knowledge.  They will give sound explanation of the 
importance / significance of the named issue.  They will analyse and 
evaluate the source material in relation to the historical enquiry with a 
degree of discrimination.  Candidates will communicate clearly with 
reasonable organisation and appropriate spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 
 
Low Level 2: 9-12 marks 
Mostly accurate, relevant and detailed historical knowledge is recalled, 
selected and deployed; well-focussed explanation of the significance / 
importance of the named issue; valid but incomplete analysis and 
evaluation of the content and authorship of the sources; answer shows 
good organisation, structure and spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 
High Level 2: 13-16 marks 
Accurate, relevant and detailed historical knowledge is recalled, 
selected and deployed; full explanation of the significance / importance 
of the named issue; appropriate analysis and evaluation of both the 
content and authorship of the sources; answers will be coherent, fluent 
and well-organised with good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
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INDICATIVE CONTENT FOR PART (b) 
 
NOTE: This content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to mention all the material 
referred to below.  Each answer will be assessed on its merits according to the generic mark 
scheme as well as the indicative content. 
 
 
QUESTION: 1(b) 
 

How important were financial disputes as a cause of the Civil War? 
 
Candidates are expected to analyse and evaluate both the content and the authorship of the 
sources as part of an enquiry into the importance of financial disputes as a cause of the Civil War.  
Candidates are also expected to use their own knowledge of the period to demonstrate 
understanding of the importance of financial disputes as a cause of conflict.  In relation to the set 
enquiry and in their analysis of the sources, candidates may consider some of the following issues: 
 

 answers will refer to the importance of financial disputes and the Crown’s dependency on 
Parliamentary finance to govern the kingdom effectively. 

 the Crown did not have enough money to run the kingdom efficiently hence the aggressive 
demands for finance.  The extension of Ship Money was opposed. 

 there will be some evaluation comments on the authorship of both sources - the modern 
historian and the contemporary.  Price appears to be an uncompromising man who will not 
acknowledge the King’s right to tax him.  His evidence backs up the importance of financial 
disputes. 

 the historian suggests that the King had incurred the wrath of his adversaries over financial 
issues and obviously considers them an important cause. 
 
 

QUESTION: 2(b) 
 

How significant was the role played by the Irish in the Civil War? 
 
Candidates are expected to analyse and evaluate both the content and the authorship of the 
sources as part of an enquiry into the significance of the role played by the Irish in the Civil War.  
Candidates are also expected to use their own knowledge of the period to demonstrate 
understanding of the significance of the role played by the Irish during the Civil War.  In relation to 
the set enquiry and in their analysis of the sources, candidates may consider some of the following 
issues: 
 

 answers will refer to the significance of the Irish contribution to the Civil War in terms of the 
military and financial power they had at their disposal and the influence they could bring to 
bear on a desperate King. 

 Irish involvement threatened to split the royalist cause.  Some loyalists were angry at the 
development of Catholic troops.  The use of Irish troops in Scotland and the possibility is 
feared of their moving into England is feared, although this is not what the King intended.  

 there will be some evaluation comments on the authorship of both sources - the Irish 
leader and the Mayor of a royalist city on the Scottish border. Both show that the Irish role 
was very important. 
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Part (c) 
 

Distribution of marks within each level for part (c), explaining the weighting for each 
assessment objective. 
 

 AO1 AO2a AO2b Total 

Level 1 1 mark 1-2 marks 1-5 marks 8 

Level 2 2-3 marks 3-4 marks 6-9 marks 16 

Level 3 4 marks 5-6 marks 10-14 marks 24 

 
 
 
Marking guidance for examiners 
 
 
Deciding on the mark point within a level 
The first stage for an examiner is to decide the overall level and then whether the work represents 
high or low performance within the level.  
 
 
Quality of written communication 
This issue should have a bearing if the quality of written communication is inconsistent with the 
descriptor for the level in which the answer falls.  In this situation, this may mean not awarding the 
higher mark within the level. 
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ASSESSMENT GRID FOR PART (c) 
 
Target: AO1; AO2a; AO2b   Total mark: 24 
 
Focus:  Recall, selection and deployment of appropriate historical knowledge in context; analysis 
and evaluation of how aspects of the past have been interpreted and represented in different ways 
 

Level Mark Descriptor 

  Award 0 for incorrect or incomplete answers. 

1 1-8 Generally for this level, candidates will recall and select limited historical 
knowledge.  They will comprehend and extract information from the 
sources.  They will use the sources as evidence to support limited 
arguments.  Awareness of different  interpretations will be very limited.  
Candidates will convey meaning with some clarity, although powers of 
expression may be limited; there will be some accuracy in spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 
 
Low Level 1: 1-4 marks 
Some limited historical knowledge is recalled; extracts material from 
sources; some meaning is conveyed with some accuracy in spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 
 
High Level 1: 5-8 marks 
Limited historical knowledge is recalled; comprehends and extracts from 
source material with limited analysis and evaluation; shows some 
awareness of the interpretations of the issue in the sources; answer has 
some coherence and accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 

2 9-16 Generally for this level, candidates will recall, select and deploy relevant 
historical knowledge.  There will be appropriate but patchy analysis and 
evaluation of the sources.  They will use the sources as evidence to 
support arguments.  They will show an understanding of different 
interpretations.  Candidates will communicate clearly with reasonable 
organisation and appropriate spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 
Low Level 2: 9-12 marks 
Some accurate and relevant historical knowledge is recalled, selected 
and deployed; some appropriate analysis and evaluation of source 
material;  shows awareness of different interpretations of the issue; 
reasonable expression with some organisation and appropriate spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 
 
High Level 2: 13-16 marks 
Mostly accurate and relevant historical knowledge is recalled, selected 
and deployed; valid analysis and evaluation of source material; sources 
used to support argument; shows awareness of different interpretations 
of the issue; clearly expressed with most parts showing clarity and 
coherence and appropriate spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
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3 17-24 Generally for this level, candidates will recall, select and deploy relevant 
historical knowledge appropriately.  They will analyse and evaluate 
source material with discrimination.  They will use the sources 
appropriately to support arguments.  They will show an understanding 
of how aspects of the past have been interpreted in different ways.  
They will communicate fluently and clearly, using appropriate language 
and structure, using standard conventions of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 
 
Low Level 3: 17-20 marks 
Mostly accurate, relevant and detailed historical knowledge is recalled, 
selected and deployed; convincing analysis and evaluation of source 
material with sources used to support argument; shows how the issue 
has been interpreted in different ways; answer shows good 
organisation, structure and spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 
High Level 3: 21-24 marks 
Accurate, relevant and detailed historical knowledge is recalled, 
selected and deployed; sustained analysis and evaluation of source 
material with sources used to support argument; shows clear 
awareness of different interpretations of the issue; answers will be 
coherent, fluent and well-organised with good spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 
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INDICATIVE CONTENT FOR PART (c) 
 
NOTE: This content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to mention all the material 
referred to below.  Each answer will be assessed on its merits according to the generic mark 
scheme as well as the indicative content. 
 
 
QUESTION: 1(c) 
 

Do you agree with the interpretation that Protestant landlords were 
responsible for causing the Irish rebellion? 
 
Candidates are expected to show an understanding of how aspects of the past have been 
interpreted in different ways.  They are also expected to demonstrate their ability to analyse and 
evaluate source material and use it to support arguments.  Answers will consider the content and 
the authorship of the sources and use their own knowledge of other interpretations in making their 
judgement about the interpretation that Protestant landlords were responsible for causing the Irish 
rebellion.  Some of the issues to consider may include: 
 

 candidates are invited to enter into a debate on whether Protestant landlords were responsible 
for causing the Irish rebellion.  Candidates should be able to consider whether this 
interpretation is valid and supported by the sources or is there evidence to the contrary?  

 answers will refer generally to the authorship of the sources and link this to the view that 
whereas the evidence in Source C suggests that Protestant landlords were partly to blame for 
fanning the flames of conflict, Source D offers a more balanced picture of the situation.  While 
Protestant landlords were culpable, to blame them entirely is not fair. 

 answers will consider the content and origins of the sources in deciding whether the Irish 
rebellion was caused by the Scottish Protestant landlords or whether Wentworth should 
shoulder some of the blame. 

 answers will consider the standpoint of each author and the date of writing.  The evidence of 
the contemporary partly disagrees with the interpretation.  The issue of contemporary opinion 
and later hindsight will figure in candidates’ explanation. 

 alternative explanations may include the interpretation that the Irish were ripe for rebellion 
anyway and their treatment by the Protestant landlords was only a spark. 
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QUESTION: 2(c) 
 

Do you agree with the interpretation that the King’s officials in Wales 
and England in the 1630s were corrupt and inefficient? 
 
Candidates are expected to show an understanding of how aspects of the past have been 
interpreted in different ways.  They are also expected to demonstrate their ability to analyse and 
evaluate source material and use it to support arguments.  Answers will consider the content and 
authorship of the sources and use their own knowledge of other interpretations in making their 
judgement about the interpretation that the King’s officials in Wales and England in the 1630s were 
corrupt and inefficient.  Some of the issues to consider may include: 
 

 candidates are invited to enter into a debate on whether the King’s officials in Wales and 
England were corrupt and inefficient.  Candidates should be able to consider whether this 
interpretation is valid and supported by the sources or is there evidence to the contrary? 

 answers will refer generally to the authorship of the sources and link this to the view that the 
King’s officials were unpopular and were guilty of corruption. 

 the evidence in Source D states that the King’s officials had been efficient and have done their 
jobs by recovering the majority of unpaid taxes but this source is biased as it is the view of the 
Lord President whom many accuse of corruption. 

 the historian supports the view that the King’s officials in Wales and England in the 1630s were 
corrupt and unpopular but stops short of accusing them of inefficiency.  The contemporary 
provides proof of the administration’s ‘unrecovered taxes’.  Answers will consider the 
standpoint of each author and the date of writing.  The issue of contemporary opinion and later 
hindsight will figure in candidates’ explanation.  The date of Source C may be mentioned. 

 alternative explanations may include the middle ground that while some officials were 
obviously corrupt there was a degree of efficiency overall. What stirred matters up was the 
dispute with Parliament. 
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Part (d) 
 
Distribution of marks within each level for part (d), explaining the weighting for each 
assessment objective. 
 

 AO1 AO2a AO2b Total 

Level 1 2 mark 1-6 marks 1-2 marks 10 

Level 2 4 marks 7-14 marks 3-4 marks 22 

Level 3 6 marks 15-20 marks 5-6 marks 32 

 
 
 
Marking guidance for examiners 
 
 
Deciding on the mark point within a level 
The first stage for an examiner is to decide the overall level and then whether the work represents 
high, mid or low performance within the level.  
 
 
Quality of written communication 
This issue should have a bearing if the quality of written communication is inconsistent with the 
descriptor for the level in which the answer falls.  In this situation, this may mean not awarding the 
higher mark within the level. 
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ASSESSMENT GRID FOR PART (d) 
 

Target: AO1; AO2a; AO2b   Total mark: 32 
 

Focus: Recall, selection and deployment of appropriate historical knowledge in context; analysis 
and evaluation of a range of source material with discrimination 
 

Level Mark Descriptor 

  Award 0 for incorrect or incomplete answers. 

1 1-10 Generally for this level, candidates will recall and select limited historical 
knowledge.  They will comprehend and extract information from the 
sources.  They will use the sources as evidence to support limited 
arguments.  Candidates will convey meaning with some clarity, although 
powers of expression may be limited; there will be some accuracy in 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 

Low Level 1: 1-4 marks 
Some limited historical knowledge is recalled; only comprehends and 
extracts from some of the nominated sources; some meaning is conveyed 
with some accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 

Mid Level 1: 5-7 marks 
Limited historical knowledge is demonstrated; comprehends and extracts 
from the nominated source material; shows some awareness of the 
limitations of the given sources; generally comprehensible with some 
accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar.  
 

High Level 1: 8-10 marks 
Limited historical knowledge is applied; comprehends and extracts from 
source material with weak analysis of each of the nominated sources; 
offers a very limited judgement on utility of sources; answer has some 
coherence and accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 

2 11-22 Generally for this level, candidates will recall, select and deploy relevant 
historical knowledge.  There will be appropriate but patchy analysis and 
evaluation of the sources.  They will use the sources as evidence to 
support arguments.  Candidates will communicate clearly with reasonable 
organisation and appropriate spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 

Low Level 2: 11-14 marks 
Some accurate and relevant historical knowledge is recalled, selected and 
deployed; some analysis and evaluation of nominated source material;  
offers a limited judgement on utility of sources; reasonable expression with 
some organisation and appropriate spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 

Mid Level 2: 15-18 marks 
Accurate and relevant historical knowledge is recalled, selected and 
deployed; some  analysis and evaluation of nominated source material;  
offers an appropriate judgement on utility of sources; there will be some 
attempt to place the sources in the context of the depth study; clear 
expression and organisation with appropriate spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 
 

High Level 2: 19-22 marks 
Mostly accurate and relevant historical knowledge is recalled, selected 
and deployed; valid analysis and evaluation of nominated source material; 
there will be some attempt to place the sources in the context of the depth 
study; offers a clear judgement on utility of sources; clearly expressed with 
most parts showing clarity and coherence and appropriate spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 
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3 23-32 Generally for this level, candidates will recall, select and deploy relevant 
historical knowledge appropriately.  They will analyse and evaluate 
source material with discrimination and in relation to the historical 
context.  They will use the sources appropriately to support arguments.   
They will communicate fluently and clearly, using appropriate language 
and structure, using standard conventions of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 
 
Low Level 3: 23-25 marks 
Accurate, relevant and detailed historical knowledge is recalled, 
selected and deployed; mostly appropriate analysis and evaluation of 
nominated source material; offers a supported judgement on utility of 
some of the sources; there will be a clear attempt to place the sources 
in the context of the depth study; answer shows good organisation, 
structure and spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 
Mid Level 3: 26-29 marks 
Accurate, relevant and detailed historical knowledge is recalled, 
selected and deployed; appropriate analysis and evaluation of 
nominated source material; offers a supported judgement on utility of all 
of the sources; there will be an obvious attempt to place the sources in 
the context of the depth study; answers will be largely coherent, fluent 
and well-organised. with good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 
High Level 3: 30-32 marks 
Accurate, relevant and detailed historical knowledge is recalled, 
selected and deployed; appropriate analysis and evaluation of 
nominated source material; there will be a sustained focus on dealing 
with the sources in the context of the depth study; offers a sustained 
judgement on utility of sources; answers will be coherent, fluent and 
well-organised with good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
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INDICATIVE CONTENT FOR PART (d) 
 
NOTE: This content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to mention all the material 
referred to below.  Each answer will be assessed on its merits according to the generic mark 
scheme as well as the indicative content. 
 
 
QUESTION: 1(d) 
 

How useful are Sources C, E and F to an understanding of the causes 
and events of the Civil War? 
 
Candidates are expected to demonstrate their ability to analyse and evaluate a range of source 
material with a high degree of discrimination.  Source evaluation skills should focus on discussing 
the strengths and the limitations of the nominated sources.  To judge utility, there should be 
consideration of the content and the authorship of the nominated sources to discuss reliability, 
bias, purpose and validity, as appropriate.  Candidates are also expected to demonstrate their 
ability to discuss the sources in the wider context associated with the causes and events of the 
Civil War.  Some of the issues to consider may include: 
 

 the sources are really useful in considering certain aspects of the causes of the Civil War 
between 1638 and 1649.  Both sides were equally stubborn. 

 sources are limited in that only one of the three relates to events during the war.  Both sides 
appear to be as aggressive as the other. 

 the King was stubborn and his own worst enemy.  Sexby was highly critical of the King and he 
is against any negotiation with the King.  Digby too is scathing of the religious reforms. 

 answers will consider the strengths and limitations of the sources in by giving a clear indication 
of the problems that existed in the kingdom and their effect on the relationship between the 
Crown and Parliament and what this meant for people.  This helps explain the reasons why the 
nation drifted to war. 

 there should be some discussion of the wider range of sources that could be of use in 
understanding developments during this period. 

 
 
  



© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 
 

16 

 
QUESTION: 2(d) 

 
How useful are Sources B, E and F to an understanding of the causes 
and events of the Civil War? 
 
Candidates are expected to demonstrate their ability to analyse and evaluate a range of source 
material with a high degree of discrimination.  Source evaluation skills should focus on discussing 
the strengths and the limitations of the nominated sources.  To judge utility, there should be 
consideration of the content and the authorship of the nominated sources to discuss reliability, 
bias, purpose and validity, as appropriate.  Candidates are also expected to demonstrate their 
ability to discuss the sources in the wider context associated with the causes and events of the 
Civil War.  Some of the issues to consider may include: 
 

 the sources give a clear indication of some key events during the war with strong hints as to 
why that war broke out.  Two of the sources cover the period leading up to Civil War while the 
third dates from 1643 in the middle of the war. 

 answers will consider the strengths and limitations of the sources in that they focus on events 
mainly on or before 1642.  In addition the views of a modern historian are represented 
alongside those of biased contemporaries. 

 the employment of Irish troops during the war and the conflict over Ship Money before the war 
were significant events that hardened attitudes towards the King who was unwilling to 
compromise. 

 there should be some discussion of the wider range of sources that could be of use in 
understanding developments during this period 
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